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THE 
VOYAGES AND TRAVELS 
OF 5 


CAPT. ROBERT SINGLETON. 


IF I may believe the woman whom I called mother, I was taken 
out one fine ſummer's evening towards Iſlington, by a nurſery. 
maid, for the benefit of the freſh air. I was then, it ſeems, about 
two years old. My attendant was accompanied by a girl of twelve 
or fourteen, who, while the other was entertained with cakes and 
ale, at a public-houſe, by one of her acquaintance, had orders to 
amule me. The girl accordingly played about with me in her 
hand, ſometimes in the garden, and ſometimes at the door. At 
this juncture came by one of thoſe people that make a practice of 
ſtealing children; who, taking me in her arms, began to kits and 
play with me: ſhe then artfully drew the girl ſome diflance from 
the houſe, and alſo cunningly contrived tc di patch her cn an er- 
rand, while ſhe carried me away. | 
Soon after this, I was diſpoſed of to a beggar woman, and after 
that io a Gipſy, with whom I continued until I was about fix 
ears old. Thi woman I called mother; and it was from her [ 
earned the above account, and that ſhe bought me for twelve 
ſhillings, of a woman who told her how ſhe caine by me, and that 
my name was Bob Singleton. | 5 "3 
In proceſs of time my Gipſy mother, for ſome of her evil tricks, 
was hanged; and the fuſt thing that I can remember afterwards; 
was being tent to a pariſh ichovl, where I d14 not continue long, 
being frequently ſhitted from pariſh to pariſh, according as my 
ſoppoſed mother's ſettlement was diſputed, One of thete par hes 
chanced to be near the lea-coaſt, where the maiter of a ſhip took 
a fancy to me, and at twelve years old carried me to fea with him 
on a voyage to Newtoundland, : 97 
1 went three op {our voyages with him, and grew a ſturdy lad 
when returning heme from the banks of Newfoundland, in our la 
voyage, we were attacked and taken by an Alperire rover. My 
maſter was wounded in the head by a iplinter during the engage- 
ment; notwithitanding which they uſed him very barbaroully, 
could not forbear expreſſing my diſapprobation, for which I got 
molt unmercifully baitinadced on the toics of my feet; fo that I 
could neither walk, or even ſtand, for ſeveral days. My good 
fortune, however, ſoon ſtood my friend; for as we were ſteering 
for the Streights, our ſhip being in tow, we were attacked in ſight 
of the bay of Cadiz by two Portugueſe men of war, retaken, and 


carried into Liſbon, My 4 the only fricnd I had in the 
| & ox | 
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world, ſoon died of his wounds, and all our men were at liberty 
to go where they pleaſed. I. that knew not whither to direct my 
tteps, continued for ſeveral days in the ſhip, until at length one 
ot the lieutentants aſked what that young Engliſh dog did there, 
and ordered them to.turn me aſhore. As I partly underſtood what 
he meant, I was in a terrible fright, not knowing how I ſhould 
procure a morſe] of bread, when the Pilot of the ſhip ſeeing ine 
look dull, aſked me, in broken Engliſh, if I had no friend. No, 
laid I, “not in the world; except yon great dog; for he has 
been my good friend, and juſt given me my dinner; which in- 
deed was literally true; for the ſhip's dog, having ſtolen a piece 
of meat a little before, and brought it cloſe to me, I had taken 
it from him, and eaf it. Well, well, ſays he, you mult 
| have ſome dinner. Will you go along with me? Ves,“ ſays 
| I, „ with all my heart.“ So the old Pilot took me home with 
him, and uſed me tolei ably well; though I fared hard enough. I 
| lived with him two years, and then he was appointed pilot or 
maſter to a Portugueſe galleon, bound to Goa, in the Eaſt Indies; 
and I was put on board to look after his cabin, and take care of 
his ſtores, 

We made our way for the Eaft Indies by the coaſt of Brazil, 
where, at All Saints Bay, we delivered a hundred ton of | ore, 
and took in a conſiderable quantity of gold, ſome cheſts of ſugar, 
and ſeventy or eighty great rolls of tobacco. rod k 

We had a tolerable voyage from hence to the Cape of Good 
Hope; and I being reputed a mighty diligent ſervant, the Captain 
took a particular liking to me, ani made me a kind of ſuper. 

| numerary under the ſhip's ſteward for ſuch proviſion as came from 
| . _. the ſtores for his own table, By this means I had an opportunity 
of furniſhing myſelf with provihons, and of living as well as any 
one in the ſhip. Nothing material occurring, we arrived at Goa, 
in the Eaft Indies, in about ſeven months from the time we left 
Liſbon, and remained there about eight months more, when our 
ſhip having compleated her lading, we ſet ſail for Portugal. | 

i can ſay nothing of our voyage, as I kept no journal ; only 
having been once near the Cape of Good Hope, we were driven 
back again by a violent ſtorm trom the W. 8. W. which held us 
ſix days and night; after that running before the wind for feveral 
days more, we at length came to an anchor on the coaſt of 
Madagaſcar. The ftorm was ſo violent, that the ſhip received a 

eat deal of damage; and it required ſome time to repair her; 
and ftanding in neater to land, my maſter brought the ſhip into a 

ood road in twenty-ſix tathoms water, near half a mile trom the 
| rn While the ſhip rode here, there happened a moſt danger- 
ous mutiny amonglt the men, on account of ſome deficiency in 
their allowance. Being only a boy, and ignorant of the conſe- 
quences, I conſorted with them ſo opealy, that when an order 
was given to ſeize and put ſixteen of them in irons, I was in- 
cluded in the number. The captain being reſolved to inſure his 
own ſafety by at leaſt ſtriking terror amongſt the crew, brought 
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us to a formal trial, and we were all condemned to die, How- 
ever, he contented himſelf with the exccution of the purſer, and 
ona of the gunners, Some, on their promiſe of better behaviour, 
and humble ſubmiſſion, were pardoned ; and five, of which I 
was one, wete ordered to be ſet on ſhore on the iſland. | 

I was now only ſeventeen or eighteen years of age at moſt ; 
and hearing-what was to be my fate, ſent and begged to ſpeak to 
my maſter, and deſired I might have my cloaths on ſhore with me, 
and alſo a gun and a ſword, with a little powder and ſhot ; all 
which he promiſed his intereſt to procure for me, and was as good 
as his word; for the next day he obtained of the captain an ac- 
quieſence to my requeſt, | 

Two days after. we were carried on ſhore ; and the reſt of my 
companions hearing I was to have a gun, folicited the ſame indul- 
gence, At our firſt arrival on the ifland, we were exceedingly 
terrified at the natives; but when we came to converſe with them 
by ſigns, and found them not fo dreadful as they were repreſented, 
we became more compoſed. The ſhip continued about a fortnight 
in the road, during which period the boat coming often on ſhore, 
brought us various refreſhments. All this time we lived in a hut, 
which we made of the boughs of trees, and ſometimes retired into 
a wood at a little diſtance, to make the natives think we were 
gone on board the ſhip; for after a little time we found them bar- 
barous in their nature, and therefore concluded we ſhould ſoon 
perich when they knew the ſhip was gone. This ſo wreught on 
one of my companions, that, in a fit of deſperation, he ſwam off 
to the ſhip one night, though ſhe then lay a league from ſhore, 
and made ſuch pitiful moan, that the captain was at length pre- 
vailed on to take him in. Though he had quitted our company, 
he never ceaſed importuning the captain and officers in behalf of 
us that were left behind; but the captain proving inexorable, and 
preparations being made for ſailing, all the ſeamen in a body came 
up to the mate on the quarter-deck, and having appointed the 
boat iwain to ſpeak for them, he fell on his knees, and begged in 
the humblett manner, that the captain would receive the four men 
on board again, It was a great while before the captain made 
any reply; but as they ſtill continued their -importunity, he 
o:dered the boatſwain to be ſeized, and threatened to ring him to 
tae capſtern. N 

On this ſeverity, one ſeaman, bolder than the reſt, beſought 
him that he would then give leave for ſome more of them to go on 
ſhore, and die with their companions. The captain, though pro- 
voked at this, yet very prudently concealed his reſentment, and 
told them, that what he had been compelled to do, was not only 
for his own and the ſhip's ſafety, but tor theirs alſo; that he did 
not know he had deſerved fo ill at their hands that they ſhould 
leave the ſhip ; yet, nevertheleſs, beſore he would conſent to take 
2 gang of traitors on board, he would not hinder their going, 
even if he were foriaken, and left by himſelf. This diſcourſe 
was delivered with ſo much temper, and appeared fo reaſonable, 
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that, for the preſent, the major part returned to their duty. 
However, as it had excited cabals among them for ſome hours, 
during which time the wind ſlackened, the captain ordered them 
not to weigh 'till next morning. 

The next moining, an hour before day, twenty-three of -the 
men, amongſt whom were the gunner's mate, the. ſurgeon's aſſiſt- 
ant, and two carpenters, with every man a firelock and cutlaſs; 
with ſome piſtols, three half pikes, good tore of powder and ball, 
half an hundred of bread, all their cheſts and cloaths, tools, in- 
ſtruments, hooks, &c. embarked themſelves ſo filently, that the 
captain got no notice of it until they had put off, and had got a 
conſiderable diſtance from the ſhip. As ſoon as the captain heard 
of it, he called for the gunner's mate, the chief gunner being ſick 
in his cabin, and ordered him to fire at them z but, to his great 
mortification, the gunner's mate was one of the number; and, 
indeed, it was by his means they got ſo many arms, and fo much 
ammunition. The captain, however, ſoon became a little ap- 
peaſed ; and his boy delivered him a letter, which they had left, 
certifying, that they had taken away nothing but their own, ex- 
cept the arms and ammunition, which, as there were conſiderable 
arrears of wages due to them, they hoped he would allow them 
to keep; that the long-boat they would reſtore to whomſaever he 
would ſend to fetch, it; and humbly hoped that, for the defence 

of their lives, he would ſend them a barrel of powder, ſome ſhot, 
and permit them to keep the maſt and ſail of the boat. 

The captain having called his men together, let them know the 

urport of the letter; then ſaid that, though the deierters had not 
deſerved ſo well at his bands, he was nevertheleſs inclined to ſend 
them ſome ammunition ; that he would therefore ſend them two 
bariels of powder, and ſhot and lead in proportion: he alſo or- 
dered a caſk of arrack, and a great bag of bread, for preſent ſuh- 
ſiſtence. The men applauded the captain's generoſity ; and every 
one of them {cnt us ſomething or other; the pinnace coming on 
ſhore, and bringing all theſe things, which we were very glad 
of; and we, on our part, returned the long-boat, according to 
promiſe. | 
Being now a good troop of twenty-ſeven men, well armed and 
provided, (for the ſurgeon's mate had brought all his inſtruments 
and medicines, and the carpenters all their tools, ) we thought our- 
ſelves ſufficiently ſtrong while we were united; and therefore, the 
firſt thing we did, was to enter into an agreement that we would 
not ſeparate on any account; that whatever food was killed, ſhould 
be equally and publicly diſtributed ; that we would appoint a 
leader, a diſtinction which every one ſhould ſhare in turn; that 
while he was in office, all ſhould obey him; but, nevertheleſs, 
under the reſtrictive vote of a majority of voices. 
The next morning, after we had ſent back the long- boat, the 
ſhip ſtood away to the ſouth-eaſt, and in four hours was out of 
fight. We found the place full of cattle and proviſions ;; and be- 
ing under a neceſſity to procure ſome, eleven men, well armed, 


A 4A. DAS. An. 972. at. Abb. - 4 


Ur I 2b be. HD WG. oe 


w 


CAPTAIN SINGLETON. 9 
were difpatched on this errand. They brought word that they 
had ſeen ſome of the natives, who appeared civil enough, though. 
rather ſhy and fearful, as being thoroughly aware of the uſe and 


ſuperiority of our fire-arms. 


- 


Having made ſigns for food, the natives went and fetched ſeve- 
ral herbs and roots; though twas evident they did not mean to 
give them away, waking ſigns to know what our men would give 
in return. The men were {omewhar perplexed at this, havin 
nothing to barter ; however, one of them pulled out a knife, — 
ſhewed them, which they were ſo fond of, that they were ready to 
quarrel for it. Our man being willing to make a good market, 
kept them in ſuſpence a while, until one offered him a creature of 
the goat kind, which he took. A failor then offered them another 
knife; but they had nothing good enough for that; but, on their 
making figns they would fetch ſcmething, our men waited three 
hours for their return, when they brought him a (mall ſized cow, 
very fat, and perfectly good meat. This was a good exchange 
on our pait ; but the misfortune was, our knives were as necel» 
ſary to us as to them. We, however, had no goods to barter ; 
and for money, all our ſtock, were they inclined to take it, would 
not have ſubſiſted us long. Never tlicleſs we called a council, to 
ſee what money we had; ard when it came to my turn, I pulled 
out a moidore and two dollars: but our money, in its preſent 
ſtate, was of little ſervice; for the natives neither knew its no- 
minal value or ule, 4 

Out next conſultation was relative to our eſcape from this place; 
and this ended in an agreement to build a fea boat, which we {et 
about immediately. As we went en, great Uifficulties occurred; 
ſuch as the want of large ſaws to cut plenk, nails, bolts and ſpikes, 
hemp, pitch, tow, and the like, At eng th, one of the company 
propoled that, as they found it ſo difficult, nay impoſſible, to 
compleat a bark, ſloop or ſhallop, they ſhould rather make a 
large perriague, or canoe, which being agreed to, our conference 
broke up; and ſoon after a man, who itoud at the door of our hut, 
called ou: a fail, and running out, we ſaw a {hip plainly at a very 
great diſtance, and, as we thought, too far to make any ſignal to 
her. However, we made a fire on a hill; but ſhe food away with 
the wind at E. N. E. making for the Cape of Gcod Hope. We 
went, therefore, immediately to work on our canoe z tor having 
ſingled out a very large tree, in a few days we felled and reduced 
it to proper form, and were much encouraged, when we launched 
it, and fourd it ſwam vp:ight and ſteady. She was ſo large as 
to carry us eatly, baggage and all; and to gratiſy our fancy, we 
went one day all out to fea in her; but having icached about half 
a league, and it happening to be a pretty high (weil, though but 
Ittle wind, ſhe rolled ſo heavily, that we were glad to get her 
under the land again. | | | | 

We began now to be at a great loſs for proviſions ; for though 
the natives brought down cattle, fowls, herbs, and roots, in 
abundance, we had nothing to exchange on our part, However, 
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in the midſt of our troubles, one of our men, who had been an 
artificer in iron, ſuddenly ſtarted up, and aſked our carpenter if, 
among all his tools, he could not help him to a file, “ Ves, 
replies the carpenter ; but it's a ſmall one. The ſmaller 
the better, ſays the other; and immediately went to work, and 
beat out three or four pieces of eight with a hammer on a ſtone, 
until they were very broad and thin; he then cut them out into 
the ſhape of birds or beafts ; and alſo made little chains for brace- 
lets and necklaces: in ſhort, he turned then into ſo many divice, 
as are haidly to be expreſſed. | 
When he had exerciſed his ingenuity, we had another meeting 
with the natives, . were ſurpriſcd, though pleaſed, to ſee their 
folly. For a little hit of filver, cut in the ſhape of a bird, th 
gave us two cows; and for a bracelet of chain-work, as muc 
proviſion as would have been worth, in England, twenty pounds. 
In this fituation we lived upwards of a year; but all of us be- 
came tired of it, and reſolved to attempt an eſcape. We had fur. 
nifhed oui ſelves with three very good canoes; and as the monſoons, 
or trade winds, blow in this part of the world fix months one way, 
and ſix months another, we concluded we might bear the ſea well 
enough ; but when we came to look nearer to it, the want of freſh 
water for ſo long a run, put a ſtop to every thing. In regard tg 
food, we had a ſailor among us, who told us, he would find a way 
to preſerve our beef without caſk or pickle; and this he did effect - 
tually, by curing it in the ſun by the aid of ſaltpetre, of which 
there was great plenty in the iſland : but our chief difficulty ſtill 
remained; for we had no veſſel to put any water in, much leſs to 
keep any quantity for ſea flore. Neceſſity is, however, the mother 
of invention; ſo, after many ſchemes had been thought of, and as 
often rejected, our carpenter at length contrived a kind of well, 
in the middle of one of our canoes, which he ſeparated from the 
other parts, making it water-tight, and covered at top, ſo that 
we might ſtep on it, and ſo large as to contain a hogitead of 
water. ; 
It wanted now but little conſultation to proceed on our voyage, 
our deſign being to coaſt on the weft fide of the iſland until we 
came to a point of land ſtretching a great way to the north - weſt, 
from whence taking our departure, the diſtance would not be fo 
great to the main land of Africa, Such a voyage, and with ſuch 
a crew, was I believe never undertaken; for twas certain we 
were on the worſt fide of the ifland to look for ſhipping.. How- 
ever, we put to fea, Having made a maſt and fail for eur two 
largelt perriagues, the other we paddled along; and when a gale 
ſprung up, we took her in tow. | v3 
We ailed forward for ſome days, meeting with nothing to in- 
terrupt us, and faw ſeveral canoes with the natives catching fiſh; 
but they were all ſo ſhy, that, when we attempted to come near 
to ſpeak with them, they inſtantly made for land, At length we 
remembered that, on a former occaſion on ſhore, they had ſet up a 
long pole : it therefore occurred to us, that it might haye the ſame 
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fignification to them as a flag of truce to us: accordingly the next 
time we ſaw their boats, we put up a long pole in the canoe that 
had no fail, and rowed towards them. As ſoon as they ſaw our 
pole, they ſtaid for us, and gave us ſome large fiſh; and our artiſt 
gave them two little bits of ſilver, cut diamond faſhion, in return: 
theſe delighted them ſo much, that they made us ſtay until they 
had caſt their nets again, and gave us as many fiſh as we cared 


for. Continuing our voyage northerly, we kept the coaſt for 


twelve days; and having the wind Eaſt and E. S. E. we made 
way. We ſaw no towns on the ſhore ; but often ſaw huts by the 
water fide, and abundance of people ſtanding by them. As we 
advanced the heat increaſed ; nay, began to be intolerable, eſpe- 
cially as we had not any awning or covering. We were now in 
the month of October, in a ſouthern latitude, and approached 
every day nearer the ſun. This being the caſe, we reſolved to go 
on ſhore until the heat of the weather abated. We had by this 
time meaſured half the length of the iſland, and were come to that 
part where the ſhore, tending to the north-weſt, bid fair to make 
our paſſage to the main ſea much ſhorter ; notwithſtanding, we 


concluded our run would at leaſt be one hundred and twenty 
leagues. Another reaſon for our wiſhing to go into harbour 


was, that our proviſions were nearly expended, We accordingly 


put in for ſhore next morning; but not liking the place, reſolved ; 


to go on a few days longer. | FE, 
Keeping a N. W. courſe by N. with a freſh gale at S. E. for 
fix days more, we ſaw, at a great diſtance, a large promontory 
puſhing out a long way into the ſea, which being reſolved to dou- 
ble, and the gale continuing, we kept on our way, though it was 
four days before we reached it ; and then, to our great vexation, 
found the ſhore fall away on the other fide as much as it had ad- 
vanced on this. While we were muſing on this diſcovery, we were 
| ſurpriſed with bad weather, violent rain, accompanied with thun- 
der and lightning unuſually terrible, which made us run-forſho 
and get under the lee of the cape, where we moored our little fri. 
gates in a (mall creek, encompaſſed on both ſides with trees; we 
then made all poſſible hafte on ſhore, being exceedingly wet and 
fatigued. 55 2 7 
We ſet to work immediately, to dry our cloaths, and build ſome 


huts of boughs of trees. In a ſmall ſhed, at ſome diſtance, we kept 
our powder: a larger one we appropriated for dreſſing our food; 


and the largeſt we reſerved as a council-chamber, The ſettlement. 
compleated, our artiſt was immediately employed in forming va. 
rious little ornaments to traffic with the natives for proviſions ; 
which procured us plenty for preſent conſumption, and alſo about 
fifty head of cattle, which we ſalted and dried for ſtore, 

We. continued here about four months, and then began to think 
of our next adventure, which was to go over the ſea of Zan 
bar, and to land, if poſſible, on the continent of Africa. In this 
voyage we were favoured by a land breeze for fifteen or twenty 


kagues out to ſea, and, as I 1 juſt far enough to loſe our- 
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ſelves; and then the wind ſuddenly changed; fo that, after having 
failed eleven days, expended every drop of water, and moſt of our 
proviſions, we found ourſelves in the utmoſt diſtreſs. At this junc- 
ture, to our great joy, we again ſpied land, though we were two 
days before we reached it. This, for the preſent, gave us a ſur- 
feit of our voyage : we went again on ſhore, and pitched our camp: 
but the natives here were more civilized than on the other part of 
the iſland 3 for ſeeing our men build their huts in a bungling 
manner, they aſſiſted them, and run up four or five preſently. 

They alto gave us five goats and two fat ſteers; and when we 
offered them any thing in return, their chief would not let them 
take it. One of our men, however, offered him a dram, which he 
drank, and held out his hand for another, which we gave him, 
after which he ſeldom tailed coming three or four times a week, 
but always brought ſome proviſion with him; and one time ſent 
us ſeven head of cattle, which we cured as before. 

We were now prompted to enquire whether they had any larger 
veſſels than thoſe we had ſeen during our courſe ; but they gave us 
to underſtand they had not; but that on the other fide of the iſland 
they had ſome with decks and fails. This made us reſolve to coaſt 
the whole iſland : ſo we prepared, and put to ſea for the third time. 


We continued our voyage ſouth for many weeks, going fre- 


- quently, on ſhore for provihon and water; at length coming round 


a point of land which lay a league into the fea, we were ſurpriſed 


- with the ſight of a wreck ef an European ſhip; at low water a 


great part lay dry: ſhe appeared to be Dutch built, and could not 
| have been in that condition long, as moſt of her ſtern, together 
. with the mizen-maſt, remained; though all the fore part had been 
beaten to pieces. It was no unplraſing tight to us, when we eame on 
ſhore, to ſee all the marks and tokens of a carpenter's yard, which 
plainly gave us to underſtand, that the crew had been ſaved, and 
nad built themſelves a bark or floop, and gone off to ſea again, 
This was certainly a good hint to us to uſe the ſame method. 
Our firſt care was, therefore, to ſee what materials the Dutchmen 
had left behind that might be ſerviceable; and one thing we found 
particulariy uſeful, which was a pitch kettle, and a little pitch 
in it. We now let all hands to work in breaking up the wreck, 
out of which we got a great deal of iron-work, as bolts, ſpikes, 
nails, &c. which encouraged us to commence our labour; and, in- 
deed, we worked yery-hard for four months, at the end of which 
time we launched our frigate, which had many defects ; yet, all 
things conſidered, it was as well as we could expett it. 
Our veſſel being thus finiſhed, our next care was to victual and 
put as much freſh water on board as we knew how to ſtow. We 
then put to ſea again with a fair wind, and, with more courage 
than diſcretion, ſtood directly over for the main land of Africa. 
The voyage was much longer than we expected. Our veſſel alſo 
having no ſail proportioned to her ſize, made but little way: however, 
the wind continued fair; and at the end of eight or nine days, one 
of our men, to our great joy, called out land. We were much 
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diſappointed, on coming on ſhore, to find it was only an iſland, 
without any inhabitants, or any cattle, except goats, of which we 
killed three only. Having furniſhed ourſelves with freſh water, 
we again embarked, and were fifteen days more before we reached 
the main land: our proviſions were all expended, and for the laſt 
two days we had been at an allowance of a pint of water a man. 
As ſoon as we had viewed the country, procured water, and a 
ſmall quantity of freſh proviſons, we coaſted until we reached a 
large bay, and then jan boldly up a little ek, where we per- 
ceived ſome huts, and a number of people, having firſt ſet up a 
long pole, with a bit of white cloth, as a ſignal of peace, which 
we found they underſtood, as they immediately came flocking about 
us. We then made ſigns tor water and proviſions ;. the former of 
which they brought us, and likewiſe ſome roots, herbs and fruit: 
however, not finding them ſo free as the natives of Madagaſcar, 
we ſet our artiſt again to work, and, in exchange for his toys, 
they brought us geats, hogs, and cattle in plenty. | 
Here we formed one of the moſt deſperate reſolutions that ever 
entered the heart of man; this was to travel over land through 
the interior of the country, from the coaſt of Moſambique on the 
Eaſtern Ocean, to the coaſt of Guinea on the Atlantic, a tract of 
land of at leaſt one thouſand eight hundred miles. We had the, 
equinoctial line to pals under; conſequeptly the very centre of 
the torrid zone, almoſt impaſſable deſcrts to traverſe, innumerable. 
wild beaſts to encounter ; ſuch as lions, tigers, leopards, and ele- 
phants ; nations of ſavages to cope with; excluſive of hunger and 
thirſt; in a word, terrors enough to appal the ſtouteſt heart, or 
check the moſt undaunted courage. i. 
Our traffic with the natives had hitherto been upon the faith of 
their firſt kindneſs, but it did not finiſh-in the ſame manner; for 
one day our artiſt differing with his chapman, the fellow not only 
perſiſted in keeping the things, but laughed in his face, and drove 
off the cattle, Our man calling out to us on occaſion of this vio- 
lence, the negroe threw a lance, and wounded him in the arm; 
which ſo enraged the man, that he catched up his fuſce, and ſhot 
him through the heart. The -negroes were fo terribly ſcared at 
this fight, that at firſt they ſtood perfe&tly motionleſs ; but being 
a little recovered, they began ſcreaming 2 which was pre- 
ſently repeated in every direction, and which ſeemed to be the ſignal 
for a general rendezvous. | 
We had now no time for conſultation; our only alternative was 
to fly immediately to our veſſel, or try what effect a volley or two 
of ſhot would produce. Having concluded on the latter, we im- 
mediately drew up in a line, and gave them a falute, which 
knocked down ſixteen, and wounded a great many more; but find- 
ing the negroes did not run, as was expected, our men teſtified 


the utmoſt alarm. In this dilemma I called to them to load again, 


and all but ſeven to give them another volley, and that I would 
en gage to make the negroes run. Having fired the ſecond time, 
« Now,” faid I, © let us give them a cheer.''—I then ſhouted 
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three times, and then added, * follow me, and you ſhall fee we 


will make work with them ;'* and indeed fo it proved; for as 


ſoon as they ſaw us coming, away they run. 

When we came up to the field of hattle, we ſaw many more 
lying on the ground than we could ſuppoſe were killed ; but at 
length we found that the major part were only ſtupified: thoſe, 
when a little recovered, made every geſture of profound ſubmiſ- 


tion, which put it into my head that we might now, by the law: 


of arms, take as many priſoners as we could, and make them 
travel with us, and carry our baggage. Our men, as ſoon as I 


propoſed it, were of the ſame opinion; and we ſecured about- 
tixty luſty young fellows, bound them with mat ropes, and made 
them underſtand they muſt go with us, which they ſeemed willing 


to do. . l 
From my taking ſome authority upon me in this engagement, 
my companions called me ſeignior captain; but I told them I 


would not be called ſeignior. Well then,” ſaid the gunners . 
« you ſhall de called Captain Bob: —and ſo they gave me that 


title ever after. 8 
There was among the priſoners one tall, well-ſhaped, handſome 

fellow, to whom the reſt appeared to pay great reſpect: he was 

wounded in the hip and arm, the latter being broke at the wriſt. 


From the deference the reſt payed him, it occurred to me, that he 


might be made particularly uſeful ; ſo I intimated to him, by ſigns, 
that we would make him well again. | 

This created ſtill more awe in the minds of theſe poor creatures 
than even our fire-arms had done; for immediately the young 


- prince, (for ſo we called him afterwards,) and five or fix more, 


came kneeling down, and making various ſigns of entreaty, which 
we were a long time before we could underſtand, but which we 
at length found was to deſire we would alſo heal the prince's fa- 
ther, who had been killed at the firſt volley. We preſently took 
the hint, and told them that thoſe men had firſt provoked us ; we 


therefore were reſolved never to make them alive again; but that 


if he (the prince) would go with us, and do as we would have 
Him, we would not let him die, but make him well. Upon this 
he bade one of the blacks reach an arrow off the ground ; this he 
took in his hand, and pointing up to the ſun, broke it, and ſet 
the point to his breaſt, and then gave it to me: this was, as I 


afterwards underſtood, wiſhing that the fun would pierce him in 


the breaſt, if he ever failed in his duty to us. The ſurgeon ſoon 


cured the wound in his hip; but as to the arm, one of the bones 
being broken, it was obliged to be ſplintered up, and the arm 


fixed in a ſling, It was eaſy for him to perceive that we intended 
to carry proviſions with us; but he made ſigns to tell us, that we 
need not for forty days, expreſſing the number by laying forty 
little ſtones one by another. 

He then made ſigus to us, that he would procure ſome young 
buffaloes to carry our things: after wbich we ſhewed him our 
bark, at which he ſeemed amazed, having never ſeen any thing 


— 
— 


FFC Soy Joo oe roger Rk I & 0 


ks © AG hen AS. 1'w * @ 


CAPTAIN SINGLETON. 15. 


like it before. We then gave him to underſtand, that we wanted 
proviſion for preſent ſubſiſtence 3 on which he again made ſigns, 
that if we would let one of the priſoners go to his town, he ſhould. 
bring proviſion, and alſo ſome beafts to carry our food. Seeing 
me loth to truſt the man, he put a rope about his own neck, and 
offered me one end, ſignifying that I ſhould ſtrangle him if the 
man did not return: fo I conſented ; and having unbound the 
man, the prince gave him inſtructions, and ſent him away, point- 
ing to the ſun, which it ſeems was to tel] him the time he- muſt 
return, Accordingly the next morning he came back, bringing 
with him ſeveral cows, about fixteen goats, and four young bulls, 
trained to carry burthens. Being thus ſupplied with proviſion, 
our next conſideration was how to make ſome large bags or knap- 
ſacks for the negroes to carry our baggage in; and, after ſome 


conſideration, having killed our goats, we ſpread and dried their 
 ſkinsin the ſun, made our bags, and divided our baggage. When 


the prince found what they were for, he ſent the man again to- 
fetch more, who came accompanied by two others loaded with 
ſkins, much better cured than ours: theſe men alſo brought the 
prince two Jances, which, however, he would not take until we- 


gave him leave. 


- 


Me now prepared for a march, when the prince, pointing to the 
four quarters of the world, made ſigns to know which way we in- 
tended to go; and when we pointed to the weſt, he gave us to un- 


derſtand, there was a great river alittle further to the north, which 


wag able to carry our bark many leagues into the country due 
weſt, I preſently enquired for the mouth of this river, which I. 
underſtood from him was at the diſtance of about a day's march. 

Conſulting among ourſelves, we reſolved to take the prince, 
and as many as we could ſtow, in our bark, and go about by the 
bay into the river; and that eight of us, with our arms, ſhould 
march by land, and meet them by the river fide; for the prince 
had ſhewn us the courſe of it from a riſing ground, being in one. 
part only about fix miles from us. . 

It was my lot to march by land, and to command the whole 
caravan, having eight of our men with me, and thirty · ſe ven pri- 
ſoners, without any baggage, for that was yet on board. We 
drove the young bulls before us; they were perfectly tame, and 
willing to work, or carry any thing; four of the negroes would 

ride on them at a time; they would eat out of our hands, and 
were, in ſhort, as tractable as a dog. We drove with us like. 
wiſe ſix or ſeven cows, and found it an eaſy match by the river 
ſide, arriving there in a few hours; but it was no leſs than five 
days before our companions reached us by water, by reaſon of a 
great turn in the river, near Hfty miles about. The wind alſo 
had failed them in the bay. e paſſed this time in mak ing bot 
tles of the dried ſkins to carry freſh water in, which the negroes 
did very dexteroufly ; ſo that now every man had a pouch like a 
bladder to ſuſpend over his ſhoulder for that very neceſſary pur- 


pole, That we might reſt aſſured of our priſoners fidelity, the 
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prince, before we ſet out on our march,ordered them to be faſtened 
two together by the wriſt, having firſt convinced them no ill was 
intended them. | 3 | 
All the country on the banks of the river was high land, the 
verdure good, and abundance of cattle feeding wherever we went. 


There was no wood, indeed ; -though further up the country, we 


ſaw oak, cedar and pine trees, ſome of which were very large. 
The river was a fair open channel, as broad as the Thames at 
Graveſend, with a ſtrong tide, that held about ſixty miles, and the 
channel deep: in ſhort, we went merrily up the river with the 
flood, the wind blowing freſh at E. and E. N. E. We ſtemmed 
the ebb eaſily while the river continued broad and deep; but 
when we came paſt the ſwelling of the tide, and had the natural 
current of the river to go againſt, we found it too ftrong for us, 
and began to think of quitting our bark: however, finding we 
could (till get on by the help of two lines, and our fail, we pro- 
eceded by our computation near two hundred miles up this river, 
when it narrowed apace, and was not broader than the Thames 
at Windſor. In another day we came to a waterfall, where the 
whole river fell at once down a precipice above ſixty feet; the 
noiſe this occaſioned we diſtinctly heard for above ten miles before 
we reached it. 0 

Here we were at a full ſtop, and our priſoners went on ſhore : 
they had worked yery hard and cheerfully in towing the bark, 
which now could go no further; though, had we been poſſeſſed of 
light boats or canoes, on the other fide the cataract, we might 
have navigated this river two hundred miles further. All this 
way the country looked green, | pleaſant, and full of cattle. We 
had ſeen ſome people, but not many ; but theſe were of different 
nations, and even ſpeech ; nor had we ſcen any wild beaſts, until 
two days before we reached the cataract, when we ſaw three 


beautiful leopards on the north bank of the river. Our gunner 


eſpied them firſt, and ran for his gun, into which he put a ball 
extraordinary. Now, Captain Bob,” ſaid he, „explain to 
your prince that he ſhall ſee this thing in my hand ſpeak in fire to 
one of thoſe beaſts, and kill it.“ : 5 

What the prince ſaid to his countrymen JI know not, but they 
ftood wildly ſtaring and trembling, as if they were themſelves go- 
ing to be killed. The gunner then fired, and ſhot one of the crea- 
tures in the head. As ſoon as the leopard was ſtruck, ſhe reared 
up on her hind legs, fell backwards, growled and died. The 


others fled, and were out of fight in an inſtant. Nothing could 


equal the alarm of the negioes at this fight ; four or five of them 
actually fell down with affright : nay, even the prince, notwith- 
ftanding he was prepared, when the picce went off, gave a ſtart, 
as if he would have leaped into the river. When | faw the crea- 
ture killed, I bad a great mind for its fkin; and having made 
ſigns to that purpoſe, the prince gave orders to four of his coun- 
trymen, whoſe hands being unloofed, they immediately ſwam 


over, and, with admirable dexterity, in leſs than an hour, flcad 
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the animal, and brought me the ſkin, which, from the ears to the 
tail, meaſured ſeven feet, and five round the back; it was moſt 
beautifully ſpotted, This ſkin I brought to London ſeveral years 
after. | 8 

As we could not now get our bark any farther, by reaſon of 
the cataract, we hauled her into a little cove, and left her: after 
which we ſpent two days in dividing our baggage, and proportion- 
ing the burthens to the ſtrength and convenience of both our buf- 
faloes and negroes. We kept ſtill on the bank of the river, and 
for that reaſon had very little communication with the people of the 
country; for having plenty of proviſion in our bark, we had no 
immediate occaſion for a ſupply; but, when this failed, we were 
of courſe neceſſiated to look out for food. The firtt place we 
ftopped at for that purpoſe, was a little negro town, of about four | 
hundred people; who, on our appearance, fled to arms; but being 
given to underſtand, that we ſhould do them no injury, they laid 
down their weapons. We, however, kept at a diſtance from them; 
only giving them to underſtand, that we wanted proviſions: they 
brought us a ſufficiency of cattle, alſo ſome roots and fruit, which 
they gladly exchanged with our artiſt for ſome of his knick-knacks. 

Having divided the proviſions, for eaſy carriage, we again ſet 
forward, and, on the third day after, halted, and ran up ſome 
huts, our carpenter having found ſome trees fit for canoes. Here 
we {et part of our priſoners at liberty: that is, we no longer tied 
them; the prince having vouched for their fidelity. Some of theſe 
were ſent to feek proviſions z inſtead of which, they returned with 
a number of bows and arrows, and five lances, which, by their 
account, they found. in ſome huts, from whence the women had 
fled at their approach. At the inſtance of the prince, we gave 
theſe weapons to their new maſters, and again ſent them to ſeek for 
food, In about three hours one of them returned in haſte for 
aſſiſtance, they having met with a great herd of deer, and ſhot 
three of them. | IR. 

In about eight days we, finiſned our canoes, and in them em- 
barked our baggage, and alſo a part of our little army; and now 
we began to ſee more wild beaſts than in the former part of our 
march, ſuch as elephants, and two or three lians ; none of which 
we had ſcen before. The eighth day of our ſecond navigation, we 
came to a little negroe town, where there grew a kind of grain 
like rice, of which we procured ſome, and made into cakes, which 
we contrived to bake. 5 8 

Our negroes towing our canoes, we travelled, at a conſiderable 
rate, and, by our account, could not go leſs than twenty-five miles 
a day, the river continuing much the ſame breadth, and very deep, 
until the tenth day, when we came to another cataract, or rather a 
chain of them, which made us at firſt conclude that our voyage 
was totally at end, However, after about a march of half a mile, 
we found the channel open, and likely. to continue io a good way 
further, ſo we ſet all hands to unload our canoes, to ſee it we could 


carry them. Upon examination, we found them very heavy: but 


18 | ADVENTURES OF 


our carpenters (pending one day upon them, hewed away ſo much 
wood from the outſide, as reduced them very much; and yet they 
were as fit to ſwim as before ; ſo that ten men, with poles, could 
carry them very well; and ordering twenty to each canoe, that 
one ten might relieve the other, we ſpeedily launched them into 
the water oy the other ſide of the cataract; then fetched our bag- 
gage, and loaded again; all in the courſe of the afternoon. The 
next morning we moved forward again, and towed for four days 
more, when our gunner obſerved that we did not exactly keep to 
the right courle, the river winding away a little to the north ; 
however, not being willing to loſe the benefit of water carriage, 
at leaſt until we were forced to it, we went on about threefcore 
miles further, when we found. it ſo narrow and ſhallow as to be 
little more than a brook. | 

We now ſet forward by land, our only concern being to find 
water enough for drinking; and tor that purpoſe we climbed every 
hill in our way, to fee the country, and to keep near ſome ſtream 
of water, if poſſible. In a few days we came into a plain coun- 
try, in which we perceived a great number of inhabitants; but 
we found them a fierce, barbarous people: however, we ordered 
our negroes to try every method to gain their friendſhip. Accord- 
ingly, the two men who had, taken the bows and arrows, and two 
others with the lances, went foremoſt, with five more carrying 
long poles; and after them followed ten of our men well armed; 
and the reſt of us ſtood ready to ſupport them, if there ſhould be 
occaſion, When they came pretty near their houſes, our negroes 
hallood in their ſcreaming manner; and prefently ſome of the men 
came out, and ſoon after the whole town, men, women and chil- 
dren. Our men made all the ſigns of friendſhip they could think 
of; and then put their hands to their mouths, ſignify ing that 
they wanted proviſions. The others pretended to be friendly, and 
made figns they would bring ſome before ſun- ſet, ſo that our men 
came back very well ſatisfied. | 7 ; 

An hour before ſun- ſet, our men went again, according to ap- 

intment, when the others brought deers? fleſh, roots, and the 
corn before mentioned ; and our negroes being furniſhed with our 
cutler's toys, gave ſome in exchange, with which they ſeemed 
pleafed, and promiſed tv bring more proviſion the next day. Ac- 
cordingly, next day they came again, but in greater numbers 
and when our men had advanced almoſt as far as the day before, 
the rogues ſnatched up their bows and arrows, and came ruſhing 
upon them; at which our men called to the negroes to return, 
which they did with ſpeed; and the others immediately let fly near 
an hundred arrows after them. Our ten men then fired among the 
thickeſt of them ; but as this did not make them fly, we advanced, 
and fired in platoons; but their numbers appearing to increaſe, I 
called to our men to halt, and give them a general diſcharge; then 
to ſhout, ruſh forward, and knock them down with their mn{quets. 
They did not, however, wait for us; for we had no ſooner" fired a 
volley, then they ſcampered off, ſo that in a few minutes not an 
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individual was to be ſeen, except the killed and wounded ; the 
former of which amounted to thirty- ſeven, and the latter to ſixty- 

four. There was no great ſpoil to be got, except the bows and 
arrows of the vanquiſned; which, after the fight, we made our 
negroes collect, and ſent them out in parties, to get ſome provi- 
ſions; and amongſt other things they brought four young buffa- 
loes uſed to carry burthens. Theſe creatures not only eaſed our 
negroes, but alſo gave us an opportunity to carry more proviſion 

for we loaded them at this place. 

Here we alſo took a young leopard, about two ſpans high, ex- 
ceeding tame, and who purred like a cat. Our black prince found 
him in one of the huts, and giving him a few pieces of meat, the 
creature followed him like a dog, 

From hence we travelled for fifteen days, and then arrived at a 
ridge of mountains, frightful to behold, being the firſt of the kind 
we had met with, We alſo ſaw ſeveral nations before we reached 
thoſe hills, and found them pretty friendly and tractable, though 
we could learn but little from them, except that beyond thoſe 
mountains there was a vaſt deſart, abounding in lions and leopards. 
They alſo ſignified to us, that we. muſt not fail to furniſh: our- 
ſelves with water, Here, by a moderate computation, we had 
travelled ſeven hundred miles; and here our black prince's arm 
was freed from the ſling, being perfectly cured. 

Having, with infinite labour, climbed the hills, the view of the 
country beneath was enough to appal the ſtouteſt heart: as far as 
the eye could reach, nothing could be ſeen but a burning ſand, 
which the wind blew about in clouds ſaſhcient to overwhelm man 
or beaſt, We were all much affected at this fight; but could 
not bear the thoughts of going back, being now a third part of 
our way to Angola. On the other hand, our gunner convinced: 
us, that if we changed our route, and travelled fouth until we 
came to the Cape of Good Hope, it was at leaſt from where we 
now were fifteen hundred miles: and that if we travelled north, 
the weſtern ſhore extended into the ſea above a thouſand miles; fo 
that we ſhould have as much land to traverſe afterwards, which 
might poſſibly be as wild as this ; therefore he propoſed that we 
ſhould attempt this deſart; at leaſt fee how far our proviſions 
would carry us, and in particular our water; and that we ſhould 
venture no further than until half our water was expended ; that 
half might remain to ſerve. us back again, in gaſe we found no 
recruit. This advice we all approved; and calculated that we 
could carry proviſion for forty-· two days, and water for twenty. 
With this reſolution we deſcended the mountains; ad on the 
ſecond day reached the plain, where we found a rivulet of good 
water, abundance of deer, and a creature like a hare, but not {© 
nimble. ; | > 

The infinite number of deer, and other creatures, was occaſioned, 
we were convinced, by the neighbourhood of the deſart, from whence 
they retired thither for food and refreſhment. We here furniſhed 
ourſelves with fleſh and roots, and with water, allowing a quart a 
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day for our negroes, three pints for ourſelves, and three quarts a 
day for our buffaloes, for twenty days. Thus laden, we ſet for- 
ward ; but, on our firſt entrance into this diſmal waſte, we were 
much diſcouraged, for we found the fand ſo deep, and burning to 
our feet, that, atter we had waded through it ſeven or eight 
miles, we were heartily tired and faint ; even our negroes laying 
down, and panting with fatigue. Here we alſo found the diffe- 
rence of lodging greatly injurious tous. Before we had always 
hats to ſleep under, that ſheltered us from the night air, which is 


particularly unwholeſome in hot countries, but now there was not . 


ſo much as a buſh or a fhrub to ſhelter us; and, to add to our diſ- 
treſs, towards night we began to hear the howling of wolves, roar- 


ing of lions, and a ſtrange variety of other frightful noiſes. 


We now began to reflect on our indiſcretion, in not bringing 

les, with which we might at leaſt have ſtaked ourſelves in: as 
it was, wemade a miſerable temporary hut, by fixing the bows and 
lances in the ſand, and laying our coats upon them. The few 
ikins we had made us a.tolerable covering; and thus we lay down 
to ſleep, and ſlept very ſoundly the firſt night, getting two of our 
men to watch with their muſkets, and relieving them every hour at 
firſt, and every two hours afterwards. It was well we did ſo; for 
we found the wilderneſs {warmed with wild beaſts of different kinds, 
ſome of which came up to the very encloſure of our tent; but our 
centinels were ordered not to alarm us by firing, but only to flaſh 
ſome powder in the pan, which they found effectual. The next 
morning our black prince told us, (for he now began to under- 
ſtand our language, and we very well underſtood his figns,) that he 
would give us ſome good council, which was to march back 
again to the river ſide where we lay the night before, and ſtay 


there until we had made good ſtore of mats, as there was large 


quantities of the ſtuff growing there of which the natives make 
them. We all approved this advice, and immediately reſolved 
to go back. Some of the nimbleſt of us arrived there with more 
eaſe than we travelled from it the day before; but not being in 
haſte, the reſt made a halt, encamped another night, and came to 
us the next day. x | | 
Our men, however, who made the twodays journey, met with 
an adventure which made them very careful how they parted com- 
pany again. The ſecond day, in the morning, before they had 
gone half a mile, hook ing behind them, they ſaw a vaſt cloud of 
duſt riſe in the air; and they perceived that it came after them 


much faſter than they went from it. This being the caſe, they 


very prudently turged out of the way om one fide, to let whatever 
it ſhowld be pals by them When they were about a quarter of 2 
mite they halted ; and one of the negroes, a nimble fellow, went 


back a little, and in a few minutes came running as faſt as the 


heavy ſand would allow, and gave them to underſtand, that it 
was a great berd of monſtrous elephants. There were between 
twenty and thirty in number, and prodigious large ones; and 
though they plainly ſaw our men, yet they did not turnout of theic 
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not only for pretent uſe, but dried ſeveral large ones in the ſun to 


in the middle of the day refreſhed ourſelves under our tent. One 


upon by an aligator, which came out of the lake; and though he 
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way. We, that were before, ſaw: the cloud of duſt, but did not 
know by what it was occaſioned, untilour companions came to us. 

We now began our work, the prince inſtructing our men; for 
he was an excellent mat- maker. His own men underſtood it; fo 
that we ſoon had near an hundred mats; and as all the negroes 
carried one, they were very little trouble to us; nor did we carry 
an ounce of proviſion the lefs. As for our poles and ſtakes, which 
we cut here, our negroes, in their march, found them, inſtead of 
an incumbrance, highly vteful, making faſt their buithen of pro- 
viſions to them, and carrying a pole thus loaded between two of 
them. Here we likewiſe made an abundance of ſmall mat ropes 
and having compleated our ſtores, once more ſet forward on our 
journey, which this work had interrupted juſt eight days. To 
our great comfort, the night before we ſet off, there fell a violent 
ſhower of rain, the good effects of which we found in the ſand ; 
though one day dried the ſurface as much as before; yet it was 
harder at the bottom, and cooler to our feer, by which means we 
matched fourteen miles with more eaſe than ſeven before. 

When we came to encamp, we had now, in leſs than hour, a 
Jarge tent raiſed, with an inner and outer apartment. In-one we 
lay ourſelves ; and in the other our negroes ; beſides a little place 
without for our buffaloes. In the morning our tent was taken 
down, and the ſtakes pulled up, in as little time as it was fixed. 
In this manner we marched for eight-days, without change of 
proſpect. The ninth day of our journey through this wilderneſs, 
we came to the view of a great lake of water; and the next day 
reached it on the ſouth coaſt, for to the north we could ſee no 
end. We travelled three days by the ſide of this lake, which 
ligktened our burthen, there being no occaſion to carry water. 
Though there was ſo much water, we found very little alteration 
in the deſest; neither trees, graſs, or herbage, except a kind of 
thiſtle, of which the delart began to be pretty full. 

Though we were refreſhed by the neighbourhood of the water, 
it bad alſo. its inconveniences, namely, in the prodigious number 
of creatures that frequented it to drink. For a day's journey be- 
fore we reached the Jake, the three days we were paſſing it, and 
for ſix or ſeven days after, the ground was ſcattered with ele- 
phants* teeth in an almoſt incredible manner; ſome ſo heavy that 
the ſtrongeſt man among us could not lift them. I here propoſed 
to our gunner, that, iceing we had travelled fourteen days with- 
out intermiſhon, having alſo. plenty of water and food, that we 
ſhould halt, and reſt our people. To this he and the reſt willingly 
aſſented: and having got our artiſt, with no ſmall trouble, to 
make ſome hooks, we caught abundance of fith of different kinds, 


lengthen. out our proviſions. 


We walked out morning and evening while we ſtaid here, and 


morning, as our black prince was walking by himſelf, he was fe: 
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was light of foot, it was as much as he could do to get away: 
though three of our men fired at her, ſhe did not mind them; until 
at length the gunner, with wonderful preſence of mind, went up, 
and thruſt the muzzle of his piece into her mouth, and fired, then 
let it fall, and ran for it. The creature raged a while, and ſpent 
its fury on the gun, making marks on the iron with its teeth; 
but, after ſome time, was exhauſted and died. 
One evening, after moſt of us had lain down to reſt, we were 
much alarmed by our watch, who came running to us, being 
reatly frightened by the ſudden roaring of lions juſt by them; 
= whom they had not ſeen, the night being dark. There was, it 
ſeems, an old lion, a lioneſs, and three young ones. One of the 
young ones had leaped up on a negroe, who was one of the centi- 
nels, before he ſaw him, on which he cried out, and ran into the 
tent. Our other man, who had a gun, had not the preſence of 
mind to ſhoot him, but ſtruck him with the but end of his muſket, 
which made him whine a little, and then growl fearfully. The 
man then retired : and we being alarmed, three of our people 
ſnatched up their guns, and ran to the tent door, where they ſaw 


the old lion by the glare of his eyes in the dark, and immediately 


fired ;-but we ſuppoſe miſled him; for they all went off, raiſing 


» ſuch an hideous roar, as brought down a prodigious number of 
lions, and other ſavage creatures, as if all the beaſts of the deſart 
had afſembled to devour us, We aſked our black prince what we 
ſhould do with them. Me go,” ſaickhe, fright all away. 


So ſnatching up two or three of the {worſt mats, he hung one on 
the end of a pole, and ſet it on fire. This-blazed a good while, 


{and the creatures immediately left us, ftill roaring fearfully at a 
diſtance. Well,” faid our gunner, “ if this will do, we need not 
burn our beds. He then made ſome artificial fire-works, and 
gave to our centinels, to be ready; and particularly he placed a 
- great piece of wild. fire upon the pole, which burnt ſo long, that 
all the wild beaſts departed for that night. 

We reſted ourſelves here five days. However, we began to diſ- 
like our nightly viſitors ſo much, that, to get rid of them, we ſet 
forward again two days ſooner than we intended. We found that, 


though the deſart did not end, nor was there any appearance of it, yet 


that the earth was fulſtof green herbs of different kinds, ſo that 
our cattle had no wagt; beſides, there were ſeveral little rivers, 
- which-ran-into the lake; and as long as the country was low, we 


found water ſufficient, which eaſed us very much in our car- 


riage. We went on ſixteen days more, without any appearance 


of à better ſoil; after which we perceived the country riſing gra- 


dually for theee:days; when, on a ſudden, we found, that, though 
ve bad mounted inſenſibly, we were now on the top of a very 
bigh ridge of hills When we came to look down on the other 
| fide of tlie hills," 
an end; the:countfy#be 
trees, and a fine river. 


Taw, to our great joy, that the deſart was at 
ing clothed with green; alſo abundance of 
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By our gunner's account, who kept the reckoning, we had 
marched about four hundred miles over this diſmal place, having 
been four and thirty days in it; and were come about eleven hun- 
dred miles of cur journey. i | 

It being too late to deſcend the bills that night, the next morn- 
ing we ſaw every thing more plain; and ſoon reſted ourſelves under 
the ſhade of trees again, which were more refreſhing, from hav- 
ing been ſcorched for above one month without a tree to ſhield us. 
We found the . country here very pleaſant, eſpecially when. com- 
pared with that we came from. We killed, ſome deer alſo, and 
a creature like a goat, whoſe fleſh was very good, We alſo ſho: 
a bird like a partridge, but ſomewhat (ſmaller, and very tame; but 
we ſaw no people; and, to allay our pleaſure, we were every 
night diſturbed with lions and' tigers. Elephants. we ſaw none. 


In three days march we came to a river that ran northward, - 


which was the firſt ſtream we met that did ſo; it was a very rapid 


current; and our gunner aſſured me, that this was either the 


river Nile, or ran into the great lake out of which the river Nile 
was ſaid to take its beginning. We ſtaid here two days to refreſh 
ourſelves, in which time our Black Prince, who delighted to 
wander up and down, came and brought me ſeveral little bits of 
ſomething which he thought a rarity. , I took but little notice to 
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him; but ſtepped out, and called the gunner, and told him what 
I thought; and he, as well as myſelf, agreed that it certainly 


was gold, While we were diſcourſing on the ſubject, our com- 


panions, who had been told by the Black Prince, came to ſce his 
wonderful curioſity ; and they were all of cur opinion. This 


being the caſe, I propoſed going immediately to the place where 


he found it, and if there was any quantity to be had, to flay bere 


ſome time, and ſee what we could make of it. Accordingly 


every man of us went; and we found that it was not the main 
river, but a ſmall ſtream which ran into it, that produced the 
gold. Then we fell to work in raking the ſand, and waſhing it 


in our hands; and in each handful of ſand we ſeldom failed of 


finding ſome little lumps as big as a pin's bead, and ſometimes as 
big as a gcapeſtone: after two or three hours work, every one 
having. got ſome, we left off, and went to dinner. After dinner, 
we all went cheerfully to work, negroes and all, and ſpent about 
three weeks in dabbling down the + ple; in which time we had 
gone but fix miles on our way; and the higher we went, the 
more gold we found. At length having paſſed by the {ide of a hill, 
we perceived no more was to be obtained: it therefore oceurred 
to us, that the gold mutt proceed from that bill. 1 
We now went back, and fell to work on the hill, where the 
earth was looſe, and of a yellowiſh, loamy colour, and in ſome 
places a bard white ſtone, which we had no inſtruments to move; 
lo having paſſed that, we ſcratched into the looſe mould with our 
fingers, and came to-a place where the earth, to the quantity of 


about two buſhels, crumbled down-with little more than touching 


it, and ſhewed us that there uy great deal of gold in it. We 


N 


24 ADVENTURES OF 


took it carefully np, and waſhed away the loamy earth, and the 
gold duſt; as before, remained behind, 
When we came to bring our ſtock together at night, it ap. 


| prared we had tound, by that day's work, about fifty pounds 


weight; and about thirty-four pounds weight more during our 
labour on the river. Having thus brought all our ſtock together, 
the diviſion amounted to about three pounds and a half a man, 
according to a ſcale made by our ingenious artiſt, and which we 
afterwards diſcovered produced near two ounces more in each 
pound. Befides this, we left ſeven or eight pounds in the hands 
of our artiſt, for the purpoſes of traffic; and about a pound 
more we gave our Black Prince, who worked it up into little 
beads, through which having drille& holes, he with much in» 
genuity formed a handſome recklace. 

We had now been five months and upwards on our journey ; 
and being in a climate that had a winter as wel as ſummer, 
though of a different kind ſrom our own country, we were to ex- 


pet a wet ſeaſon, and ſuch a one as we ſhould not be able to 


travel in, and, what was ſtill more, it drew on us apace : we 
therefore thought it adviſeable to call a general council, to con- 
fult on the beſt place to encamp for the winter. The place we 
choſe was near our golden river, yet far enough to be out of the 
reach of floods, Here having pitched-our tents, we palliſaded 
them all round, in order to ſecure us from the attack of wild 
beaits. This work being completed to our fati:fation, we next 
cut a prodigious quantity of wood, and piled it in a heap to dry, 
the green boughs of which ſerved for a {ſecond covering to our 


roof. This we put on ſo effectually, as to ſhoot off the rain, and 


keep us perfectly dry. | 

We had ſcarcely finiſhed, when the rain came down. in torrents, 
and with little abatement, ſo that we could not ſtir abroad for 
food; but our negroes, who wore no cloaths, made nothing of 
it ; though to Europeans, in theſe hot climates, there is not any 
thing more dangerous. We continued here from the middle 
of June to the middle of October; and during our encampment 


"had many adventures with wild beaſts; and had we not always 


kept our fire burning, I queſtion whether our fence, which conſiſted 


ot many rows of ſtrong tall ſtakes, would have kept us ſecure. 


One windy tempeſtuous night, after a very rainy day, we were 
all called up; for ſuch an innumerable number of wild beaſts ſur- 
rounded us, that our watch really thought they would attack us, 
They would not come on the {ide where our fire was; and though 
we thought ourtelves ſecure every where elſe, yet we got up, and 
took to our arms, when happening to look on the back part of our 
camp, I ſaw a creature nearly within our fortification ; for he had 
thrown him elf, with all his ſtrength, clear over the palliſa loes, 
except one ſtrong pile, which ſtood higher than the reſt, and upon 
this te hung by the haunches, growling and biting the wool for 
rage, I inflauily ſnatched a lance from one of the negroes, ſtruck 
it threc or tour times through him, and diſpatched him. We then 
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fred a volley among th- reſt, whom we could ſee ſtanding without 
as thick as a drove of cattie at a fair. Moſt of our pieces being 
loaded with two or three bullets a piece, it made a horrible clatter 
amongit them; and in general they took to their heels: only we 
could obſerve that ſome marched off with more gravity than others ; 
and we could perceive that ſome were left upon the ground ſtrug- 
gling for life; but we durſt not then ſtir out to ſee what they 
were, But though all but the killed and wounded fled, we heard 
a frightful roaring all night; and as ſoon as daylight returned, 
we lallied otit, to lee what execution had been dore; and found 
three tigers and two wolves juſt dead; beſides the creature within 
our palliſades, which appeared between a tiger and a leopard. 
Beſides theſe, there was an old lior, with both his fore legs bro- 
ken, ſo that he could not get away; and we found it was him that 
roared ſo loud, and gave us ſo much difturbarce, which the gun- 
ner now put ay end to, by ſhooting him through the head; and 
for which we termed him the King-kilter ever atter. Our negroes 
likewiſe found five other ravenous creatures wounded, and fallen 
at a diſtance, whereof one was a wolt, one a fine young leopard; 
the others, of a ſpecies with which we were unacquainted. We 
had ſeveral viſits atterwards, but never ſuch a general rendezvous: 
it had, however, one ill effect, which was, that it frightened the 
deer, and other cieatures away, of whole company we were de- 
ſirous, and who were neceſſary for our ſubſiſtence. Our negrocs, 
however, went out daily with their bows and arrows, and ſeldom 
failed bringing in ſomething ; and particularly we found in this 
part of the country, after the rains, abundance of wild fowl, 
ſuch as we have in England, and ſome kinds I had fiever ſeen be- 
fore. We likewiſe caught abundance of fiſh in the river; fo 
that we had plenty of proviſion, The only thing we wanted was 


- falt. 3 


About the middle of October we ſet forward, and having an 
eaſy country to travel in, and plenty of proviſions, we made more 
diſpatch, travelling ſometimes twenty - five miles, and not halting 
in eleven days only once, to make a raft to carry us over a ſmall 


river, ſwelled by the rain. Having paſſed this river, we diſcovered 


a ridge of hills; and were much ſurpriſed, when one of our com- 
pany, who, with two negroes, reached the top before us, cried 
out, „ The Sea! the Sea!“ and began dancing and capering as 
if he was mad. We all concluded the man mult be ſtrangely miſ- 
taken; for we had only that morning been calculating that we. 


were at leaſt one thouſand miles diſtant from the ſea coaſt, an 


that we could not expect to reach it until another rainy jeaſon 
was paſt. But what was our amazement, when, coming to the 
top of the hill, we ſaw nothing but water either before us, or to 
the right hand or left; being a vaſt ſea, bounded only by the 
hcrizon ! We went down the hill full of perplexity, not being 
able to conceive whereabouts we were, or what this could be, ſee- 
ing, by our charts, that the ſea was yet at a great diſtance, 
About thiee miles walk from the hills brought us to the water's 
| 2 
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edge; and there, to our further ſurpriſe, we found the water freſh 
and pleaſant; fo that, in ſhort, we knew not what courſe to take. 


However, after having paſſed a great part of the day in conſult- 


ing, we agreed to travel north. We kept the ſhore full twenty. 
five days, before we could come to any certainty reſpecting it ; 
at the end of which, early one morning, one of the ſeamen called 
out land, and we ſaw plainly the tops of hills at a great diſtance 
due welt ; but though this ſatisfied us that it was not-the ocean, 
but an inland jea or lake, yet we ſaw no land to the northward, 
and were obliged to travel eight days more, near one hundred 
miles, before we came to the end of it, and then we found this 
vaſt body of water ended in a great river, which ran N, or N. 
by E. The gunner again examined his charts, and ſaid that he 
believed he was miſtaken before, and that this muſt be the river 
Nile. We. therefore reſolved on croſſing it, which, however, was 
not ſo eaſy as before, the ſtream being rapid, and the channel 
very broad, It coſt us a week to procure materials to watt our- 
ſelves and cattle over: for though here was plenty of trees, yet 
there were none of conſiderable growth ſufficient to form a canoe, 
During our march on the edge of this water, we underwent great 
fatigue, and therefore travelled fewer miles a day, having a num- 
ber-of fmall rivers to croſs, which came from the hills, and emp- 
tied them(clves into this gulph. . 

In tbe laſt three days of our travels we met with ſome inhabi- 
tants; but we found they lived on the hills, and not by the water 
fide; ſo that we were not a little put to it for food in this march, 
having killed nothing for four or five days: ſome fiſh, indeed, we 


caught out of the lake, but not in ſuch plenty as we found be- 


fore. However, to make us ſome amends, we had no diſtui bance 
from wild beaſts. The only inconvenience of this kind, was an 
ugly, venemous kind of ſerpent in the wet grounds, that ſeveral 
tunes purſued us, as if it would attack us; and if we ſtruck at, 
or threw any thing at it, would raiſe itſe:f up, and hiſs ſo loud, 
that it might be heard at a great diſtance. 5 

After having paſſed the river with much difficulty, we came in- 
to a ſtrange wild country; for though it was not a defar tof diy, 
ſcalding land, like that we had paſſed before, yet it was mountain- 
ous, barren, and infinitely more inteſted with furious wild beatts, 
than any place we had yet palled. There was, indced, a coarſe 
kind of herbage on the ſurface, and now and then a few trees, or 
rather ſhrubs; but people we could ſce nons: we therefore began 
to be alarmed, being not able to lay in a ſtock of proviſions; and, 
what was ſtill worſe, without any cerzainty of a ſupply. We, 
however, had no remedy but patience ; and theretore travelled on 
for five days, at a very ſhort allowance. On the ſixth day we were 
a lmoſt famiſhed; and on the eighth were conſtrained to kill one of 


our poor, faithful ſervants, a buffalo. The fiſh of this crea- 
ture was very good; and ſo ſparingly did we eat of it, that it 
Jaſted us three days and a halt; and we were juſt upon the point 


of killing another, when we ſaw before us à country that pro- 
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miſed relief, having high trees, and a large river running through 
it. This enccuraged us; and we quickened our march for the 
river fide, though with empty ſtomachs, and very faint and weak; 
but, before we reached iy, we had the good fortune to ſhoot three 
young deer; and never gave the ti:ſh time to cool before weeat it, 
being in ſhort almoſt famiſned. Through all that inhoſpitable 
country we ſaw continually lions, tigers, leopards, civit cats, and 
other voracious creatures that we did not know the names of; but 
no elephants, though every now and then we met with their teeth 
lying on the ground; and ſome of them half buried, as it were, 
by length of time, | 1 f 
On the further bank of this river we ſaw ſome ſign of inhabi- 
tants, but met none the firſt day. The next day we came to an 
inhabited country, the people negroes, and totally naked. We 
made ſigns of friendſhip to them, and found them civil and well 
behaved ; and having ſignified that we were an hungry, ſome of 
their women immediately ran and fetched us ſome roots, and other 
things, like pumkins : and our artificer exhibiting ſome of his 
trinkets, they brought us three living creatures, ſuch as we had 
never ſcen before, about the ſize of a calf; and after that twelve 
more; and ſome ſmaller animals, like hares; the fleſh of both 
being very good. . Having procured what proviſion we wanted, 
we began to enquire our way, pointing to the welt ; but they made 
us underſtand, by ſigns, that we could not go that way; but that 
we might go north-weſt ; for that there was another lake in our 
way ; and, indeed, in two days march we faw it plainly, and it 
held us until we paſſed the equinoctial line, lying all the way on 
our left hand, though at a great diftance. | | 
The gunner adviſed us, as ſoon as we had paſſed this lake, to 
proceed W. 8. W. a little inclining to the ſouth, by which; 
means in time we ſhould meet with the great river Congo, being a 
little north of Angola, where we intended to go firſt. But we 
had not marehed more than twelve days, (eight being taken up 
in rounding the lake, and four more ſouth- weit, in order to make 
for the river Congo,) when we were put to a full ſtop, by entering 
another terrible delart, and apparently boundleſs ; nor had we any 
way to get a ſtock of proviſions for paſſing this, as we did that 
before. Notwithſtanding this, we ventured, and the rather be- 
cauſe we perceived ſome high mountains at a great diſtance, which 
indicated a change of foil. In conſequence ot this ipecuiation,. 
we continued our way, having roots and plants, a very little 
fleſh, and but a ſhort allowance of water, for our ſubſiſtence. 
Having traveiled two days, the hills ſeemed to be as far off as 
ever, and it was the fifth day before we reached them. Inde:d,, 
we travelled flowly, as it was exceſſive hot, beiug now much about 
the Equinoctial line; but we ſcarcely knew whether to the ſouth 
or north of it. We had concluded that among the hills we ſhonld 
find iprings z but we were not only ſurpriſed, but affrighted, to 
find the firſt we came to as ſalt as brine; but our gunner, who was- 
of a ſpirit never to be diſcouraged, told us, that we ought to be 
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thank ſul, inflead of being diſtubed, as ſalt was what we very 
much ſtood in need of. Our ſurgeon alſo ſtept in to encourage us, 
ſaying, he would preſently ſhew us how to make this water freſh. 
This, indeed, made us cheerful, He took two of our largeſt 
mats, and ſewed them together, and having made a kind of bag, 
he cauſed it to be filled with dry ſand, and trod down as cloſe as 
poſſible not to burſt the mats. When he bag was full within a 
foot, he ſought ſome other earth, and filled it up to the top, and 
trod that down likewiſe : he then made a hole in the upper earth, 
about as big as the crown of a hat, but not ſo deep, and made a 
negroe fill it with water, repeating it as the water ſhrunk. The 
bag had been placed upon two poles about a foot from the ground, 
and ſome ſkins that would hold water underneath; in about an 
hour the water. came dripping through the bottom of the bag, and 
to our great ſurpriſe and ſatisfaRion per feftly ſweet. This trial 
continued for ſeveral hours; but in the end the water became 
brack:fh ; and he then made the bag be emptied, and replaced with 
freſh ſand and earth as before. 

The next day we mounted the hills, where the proſpe& was truly 
aftoniſhing ; as far as the eye could reach, nothing was to be ſeen 
but a vaſt deſart, with neither tree, river, or any green thing. 
The ſurface we found, like the part we paſſed before, had a kind: 
1 moſs upon it, of a dead black colour, but nothing that 

ked like food, either for man or beaſt. Before us was nothing 
but horror; ſo we reſolved to keep under the foot of the hills on. 
the ealt ſide; to go as far as we could, and to look out diligently 


for food. Accordingly we moved on the next morning, (for we 


had no time to loſe,) and, to our great comfort, we came in our 
firſt march to very good ſprings of freſh water; and, leaſt we 
ſhould have a ſcarcity again, we filled our bladder bottles, and, 


carried with us. I ſhouid have rema1 ked, that our ſurge,n made 


us ſome ſalt at the ſalt ſprings. 
In this march we found an unexpected ſupply of food, the hills 


being full of hares : they were of a different kind to what we have 


in England, being much larger, not ſo ſwift of foot, but very good 


meat. We ſhot numbers of them; and our little tame leopard, 


that we found at the negroe town, hunted them like a dog, and 
killed ſeveral every day, but would not eat them, unleſs we fed 
him, which in our circumftances was very convenient. We ſalted: 
them a little, and dried them in the ſun whole. 

We continued our courſe under thelie hills very comfortably for 
eight days, when we found, to our great ſatisfaction, the country 
beyond us began to look ſomething of a better countenance. On- 


the tenth day, finding the hills made a turn leading into the vaſt 


deſart, we left them, and continued our courſe with the country, 
being tolerably full of woods, and ſome wafte, though not tedi- 
ouſly long, till we came, by our gunner's oblervation, into the 
latitude of eight degrees five minutes, which we were nineteen- 


days more in performing. All this time we ſaw no inhabitants, 


but abundance of wild creatures: theſe, however, we were now 
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fo well acquainted with, that we did not mind them. Our long 
march, indeed, fatigued us much; and two of our men fell ſo 
ſick, that we thought they would have d:ed. One of our negroes 
died ſuddenly ; and another of them was very ill, but, being bled, 
he recovered. We halted here twelve days, for the ſake of our 
fick men; and our ſurgeon perſuaded me, and ſome more, to be 
let blood during this time eker, which, with the things he gave 
us, contributed very much to our health during our ted. dus march 
in ſo hot a climate. | 

Our men being recovered, we ſet forward again, well ftored 
with. proviſions, and water ſufficient. We now bent our courle a- 
little to the weſtward,. in hopes of finding a ſtream which might 
bear a canoe, but we found none in twenty days, including eight 
days reſt ; for our men being weak, we reſted wherever we tound a 
place to our minds, and that was likely to furniſh any thing for 
tocd. At the end of twenty days travel, we diſcovered in a valley, 
at ſome diſtance, a pretty tolerable ſtream, which we thought de- 
ſerved the name of a river, and which ran its courſe N. N. W. 
which was jult what we wanted. There was a ſmall thicket of 
trees juit in our way, paſſing by which, one of our negroes was 
ſuddenly wounded with en arrow. This put us to a full ſtop: 


_ 


and three of our men, and two blacks, ruſhing into the wood, 


found a negro with a bow, but no arrow, and ſhot him in retalia- 
tion of the miſchief he had done. 8 

Going a little further, we came to five negro huts; and at the 
door of one of them lay ſeven elephants teeth piled up againſt the 
wall. Here were no men, but leven or eight women, and near 
twenty children. We offered them no incivility, but gave them 
every one a bit of ſilver beaten out thin, and cut diamond faſhion,. 
at which the women were overjoyed,. and brought us out leveral 
forts of food. We went a little farther, and pitched our camp 
for the night, not doubting but our civility to the women would- 
produce ſome good effect when their huſbands came home. Ac» 
cordingly, the next morning the women, with eleven men, five. 
young boys, and two girls, eame to our camp, and made us ſigns 
of friendſhip; giving us a lort of cake, and ſome green herbs. 
Making them underſtand that we wanted proviſion, one of the men 
ſuddenly ſtarted from the ground, where he had been ſeated, then 
caſt ing his eyes towards a riſing ground, about half a mile diftant, 
and ſnatching up a bow and two arrows, he ſet off with the ſpeed 
of a race- horſe, and having diſcharged both bis-arrows, he returned 
with the tame ſpeed, and beckoned one of our negroes, whom he 
led back to the place, where lay a deer recen ly ſhot; this they. 
brought back. between them, and was a very acceptable gift. 


The next day there came about an hundred men and women, 


making every ſign of friendſhip, and dancing about us, ſhewing. 
themſelves very well plealed with our company. How the man in 
the wood came to ſhoot at our men, we could not imagine; for 
theſe people were the moſt ſimple and inoffentive of any that we 
had yet converſed with. 
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From hence we proceeded down the banks of the river, which 

we found of no ſervice to us in our deſign of making canoes ; for 
though we pitched our tents five days march lower down the ſtream, 
and began our work, we ſoon relinquiſhed it; as ſome of our men, 
who had wandered lower down the ſtream, brought us intelligence 
that they found it decreaſe rapidly, either by the heat of the ſun, 
or ſink ing in the ſand, fo that it would ſoon be incapable of float. 
ing a canoe. We then marched three days full weſt, the country 
on the north fide being extraordinary mountainous, and more 
parched, if poſſible, than any we had yet ſeen; while weſtward we 
found a plealant valley, running a conſiderable way between two 
great ridges of mountains. The hills looked frightful, bare of 
trees or graſs, and white with the dryneſs of the ſand ; but in the 
valley we found trees, graſs, ſome creatures fit for food, and alſo 
ſome inhabitants. We paſſed by ſome of their huts, and (aw 
people about them ; but as ſoon as they ſaw us, they fled to tie 
mountains; and as we found ſomething or other in this tract to 
ſupply our wants, we were not very anxious of converſing with 
them, ſo kept on our way until we came to a pleaſant ſtream of 
water, ſcarceiy large enough to be called a river, but running 
N. N.-W. which was the very courſe we defired to go. 
On the fartheſt bank of this brook we perceived ſome negroe 
huts, though not many; and in a little low ſpot of ground ſome 
maize, or Indian corn, growing ; a plain indication that there were 
fome inhabitants more civilized than what we had yet ſeen. 

As we went forward, our whole carayan being in a body, our 
negroes, who were in front, called out that they ſaw a white man, 
Thinking it was ſome miſtake, we aſked what they meant ; when 
one of them pointing to a hut on the fide of a hill, we were 
aſtoniſhed to ſee a white man indeed, but ftark naked, very buſy 
near the door of his hut, and ſtooping down with ſomething in his 
hand, and ſo intent upon his work, that he did not ſee us. The 
man hearing ſome noile, looked un, and ſoon perceived us; as like- 
wiſe did the reſt of the inhabitants, all crowding together to have 
a ſight of us, and not knowing at firſt whether to ſtay or run away, 
This, however, was ſoon decided by our tying a piece of white rag 
to the end of a pole, and {ending two negroes with it towards them, 
as an inſignia of peace, and which it ſeems they immediately un- 
derſtood ; two of their negroes and the white man coming dire&iy 
down to the water's edge, and ſoon after croſſing over, 

In about half a quarter of an hour one of our negroes came 
running, and told me that the white man was Ingleſe; upon which 
I ran directly to the ſpot, and found indeed. that he was an Eng- 
lichman: and ſo affected was he at meeting thus unexpectedly a 
countryman in ſuch a remote quarter, that he embraced me paſ- 
ſionately, the tears all the time running down his cheeks. He 
was a man of about thirty-five years old; and, in ſpite of all the 
diſadvantages under which he laboured, had the manner of a gen- 
tleman; and our people were exceedingly pleaſed with him. He 


was allo a good mathematician, and underſtood ſeveral languages. 
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At firſt he had no leiſure to aſk from whence we came, or whither 
we were going, ſaying, he was ſure we were ſent from heaven 
purpolely to reſcue him from the moſt miſerable ſtate man was 
ever reduced to. When his joy had a little ſubſided, he began 
to enquire what ſtore of proviſion we had; and when he found 
our ftock was ſmall, he ſaid he would talk with the natives, and 
we ſhould be plentifully ſupplied ; for that the inhabitants of that 
part of the country were the molt courteous and good-natured in 
all Africa. | 
Theſe poor people did not poſſeſs much information, being at 
the diſtance of above three hundred miles from the coaſt ; they, 
however, carried elephants teeth, which they found on the hills 
to the north, ſixty or ſeventy miles ſouth, where other 'negroes 
met, and gave them in exchange, beads, glais, ſhells, and the like. 
Though we made but a ſorry figure ourſelves, yet we neverthe - 
leſs conirived ty cloath our new acquaintance, though after a 
icanty taſhion. As he had been curidus to hear the ſtory of our 
travels, we were no leſs ſo to have a relation ot his, which was 
as follows. He had been a factor to the African company at 
Sierra-Leona, where one of the ſettlements being taken by the 
French, he had been plundered of ali his effects, as well as thoſe 
truſted to him; after which he was for ſome time employed by 
thoſe called ſeparate traders. He afterwards traded on his own 
account, in the courſe of which he was captured by ſome of the 
natives, from whom he fled to another nation, where not liking 
his quarters, he changed again and again; until at length Wan- 
dering beyond a poſſibility of return, he had taken up his abede 
where we found him. 27 
We aſked him what we ſhould do towards getting to the ſea 
faule. He told us we were about one hundred and twenty leagues 
from the coaſt ; that there were many different nations of negroes 
in the way ; that it was ten to one that we were not fought with 
continually, or ſtarved for want of proviſion, We then enquired 
the way to the Gold Coaſt, and if there were no rivers to eale us 
in our journey; and told him that, as to the negroes' fighting us, 
we were not much concerned about that ; that if they had any 
victuals, we would have our ſhare ; and that, if he would ven- 
ture with us, and ſhew us the way, we would live and dis toge- 
ther. He-anſwered, that if we were reſolved, he undoubtedly | 
would take his fate with us, and would engage ta conduct us a 
way where we ſhould meet with ſowe friendly favages, who 
would uſe us well. So, in a word, we all retolved to travel 
ſouth for the Gold Coaſt. 42 
We continued here twelve days, during which time we found 
the natives very friendly; for they brought us plenty of what they 
had, and in return we gave them ſuch little things as our cutler 
made, for he had now a whole bag full of them. On the thir- 
teeth day we ſet forward, taking our new acquaintance With us, 
bending our courſe ſouth; and here we found a river whole water 
ran ſouthward, all thoſe before cunning north or weſt, We fol- 
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. lowed the courſe of this river, which at firſt was no bigger than 
a brook, until it began to increaſe its water. Every now and 
then we obſerved our Engliſhman went down to the water, until 
at length, after a day's march, he came running to us with his 
hands full of ſand, faying, ** Look here. Upon examining it, 
we found a great deal of gold lay ſpangled among it. Now,” 
fays ſhe, « I think we may begin to work.*”—So we divided our 
negroes into couples, to ſearch: the ſand in the bottom of the river 
where it was not very deep. 

In the fiſt day we gathered about a pound and two ounces ; 
and as we found the quantity increaſe the farther we went, we 
followed it for three days, until another ſmall rivulet joined the 
firſt. Searching up the ſtream, we found gold there teo: fo we 
pitched our camp, and continued thirteen days more, in which 
tine we had many adventures with the natives ; at one of whoſe 
towns we were friendly received by the king, who, in recompence 
for an elephant cut out of a gold plate, as thin as a ſixpence, gave 
us almoſt an handſul of gold duſt : and here our new guide told 
us, that though he had more reaſon to be ſick of the country than 
any of us; yet, now we were here, we might, if we pleaſed, en- 
rich ourſelves with what quantity we liked; even to an hun- 
dred weight a man. | | 
Though heartily weary of above twelve months continued wan- 
dering among delarts and wild beaſts, yet ſtill our new acquaint- 
ance*s plealings in favour of riches carried with them an irreſiſti- 
ble charm. Our ſurgeon was the firſt that yielded to his reaſon. 
ing; and after him the gunner. Theſe two eaſily prevailed on the 
reſt of us to flay but for ſix months; ſo having yielded, he con- 
ducted us about fifty miles ſouth-eaſt,” where we found the coun- 
try barren enough, yet, by the aſſiſtance of our toys, the ſavages 
furniſhed vs with plenty of food, Us 
As ſoon as we were fettled, and our camp fixed, we fell to our 
old trade of gold fiſhing ; and our Engliſhman knew fo well how 
to direct our ſearch, that we ſeldom loſt our labour. One time 
having ſetzus all to work, he aſked if we would give him ſcave to 
go out for {ix or ſeven days, and take four or five of the negroes 
with,him, affuring us, that what he got ſhould be added to the 
common ſtock. Having given our conſent, and lent him a gun, 
two of our men, and fix negroes, accompanied him, together 
with two of the buffaloes, which they took with them to carry 
about eight days proviſion. They were gone two-and-fifty days, 
and returned with ſomewhat above ſeventeen pounds weight of 
old duſt, and-about fifteen ton of elephants teeth, which they had 
induced the ſavages to bring down from the mountains. Indeed, 
we wondered what was coming, when we ſaw our party return- 
ing with about two hundred negroes at their heels. Beſides this, 
he brought us two lion and five leopard ſkins, very fine, He 
then aſked our pardon for his long ſtay, and bringing no greater 
booty; but ſaid that he had one more excurſion to make, which 
he hoped would turn to a better account. Having reſted himſelf, 
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and rewarded the ſavages with ſome little toys, he ſent them 
away mightily pleaſed. 0 

The ſecond journey ſome more of the men deſired to go; ſo 
they made a troop of ten white men, ten negroes, and two buffa- 
lots. They were out two-and-thirty days only, in which time 
they killed fifteen leopards, three lions, and ſeveral other crea- 
tures, and brought home twenty four pounds and ſome ounces of 
gold duſt; but only ſix teeth, though very large ones. 

In five months that we had been here, we had gathered as much 

old duſt as amounted to five pounds and a quarter a man, exclu- 
5 of what we had before, and what we had given our artificer to 
work up; and now we talked of going forward to the coaſt, at 
which our guide laughed, telling us, that we could not go now ; 
for that the 1ainy ſeaſon was jult commencing. This being the 
caſe, we reſolved to furniſh ourſelves with proviſions, which we 
had ſcarcely obtained, before the rains came on with ſuch violence, 
that for above two months we conld ſcarcely leave our huts. 

As ſoon as the weather was fair, he told us he would not prefs 
our ſtay, though we were the firit men he ever met with in his lite 
that ſaid they had gold enough; but that, if we ftayedbut one month, 
we ſhould ſce thouſands of ſavages coming from all parts to gather 
gold for the European ſhips; and if we took the advantage before 
them, we did not know the extraordinary things we might find. In 
fine, we yielded to his arguments; and as foon as the rivers were 
reduced to their uſual channels, by the floods abating, we again 
began our work, and in a few days were filly requited, finding 
much more gold than before, and in bigger lu-nps ; one of our men 
waſhing out of the ſand a piece as big as a ſmall nut, which, by 
our eſtimation, weighed an ounce and an half. | 

In a word, to bring this journey to a concluſion, we increaſed 
our ftock ſo as to divide four pounds weight more per man, and 
then ſet forward for the Gola Coaſt ; having prevailed on a negro 
king to let his ſubjects carry our elephants' teeth down to a navi- 
gabie river, where we made raſts, which, in eleven day-, brought 
us all- down to one of the Dutch ſettlements on the Gold Coaſt, 
where we arrived in perfect health. Our cargo of teeth we fold 
to the Dutch factory, and received cloaths and other neceſſar ies in 
exchange. We had four pounds of gunpowder left when we ended 
our journey. Our negro prince we made free, giving him a pourd 
and half of gold, which he had learned how to manage. Hcre we 
all parted in the moſt friendly manner. Our Engliſhman remained 
in the Dutch factory ſome time, and, as I atterwards heard, died 
of griet ; tor having ſent his gold over 10 England by the way of 
Holland, the ſhip was taken by the French, and all the effects loſt. 
The reit of my comrades went to the Portugueſe factory; and 1 
and two negroes to Cape Coaſt Caſtle, where I gut a pallage tor 
England, arriving there in September; and thus happily ended 
my firſt voyage. | 
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Further Adventures, and Piracies, 
OF 


CAPTAIN ROBERT SINGLETON. 


I HAD neither friend, relation, nor acquaintance in England, 
though it was my native country: I had conſequently no perſon 
to truſt with what I had, or to counſel me to ſecure or ſave it; 
but falling in to ill company, and truſting the keeper of a public- 
houſe in Rotherhithe with a great part of my money, and haſtily 
ſquandering away the reſt, all that great ſum, which I got with 
ſo much pains and hazard, was gone in little more than two years 
time; and as I even rage in my own thoughts to reflect upon the 


manner how it was waſted, ſo I need record no more : the reſt 


merits to be concealed with bluſhes, for that it was ſpent in all 
kinds of folly and wickedneſs ſo that this ſcene of my life may 
be ſaid to have begun in theft, and ended in luxury; a ſad ſet- 
ting-out, and a worſe coming- home. ch 
I now began to ſee the bottom of my ſtock, and that it was 
high time to think of farther adventures; for my ſpoilers, as I 
call them, began to let me know, that, as my money declined, 
their reſpect would ebb with it, and that I had nothing to expect 
of them, farther than as I might command it by the force of my 
money, which, in ſhort, would not go an inch the farther for all 
that had been ſpent in their your before. | 

This ſhocked me very much, and I conceived a juſt abhorrence 
of their ingratitude ; but it wore off ; nor had I ever ſhewn any 
regret at the waſting ſo glorious a ſum of mqyey as I brought to 
England with me. | | 

I next ſhipped myſelf, in an evil hour, on a voyage to Cadiz, 
in a ſhip called the Fortune, and in the courſe of our voyage, be- 
ing on the coaſt of Spain, was obliged to put into the Groyn, by 
a ftrong ſouth-weſt wind. | 


Here I fell into company with ſome maſters of miſchief; and 
among them, one forwarder than the reſt, began an intimate cou- 
fidence with me; ſo that we called one another brothers, and 


communicated all our circumſtances to each other: his name was 


would go on ſhore ; ſo we got the captain's Have for the boat, 
and went, When we were together, he aſked me if I had a mind 
for an adventure that might make amends for all paſt misfortunes, 
I told him, with all my heart; for I did not care where I went, 
having nothing to loſe, and nobody to leave behind me. 

He then aſked me if I would ſwear to be ſecret : and that if I 
did not agree to what he propoſed, I would nevertheleſs never 
betray him. I readily bound myſelf to that; upon the moſt ſolemn 
imprecations and curſes that the Devil and both of us could 
invent, 5 


Harris. This fellow came to me one —_—_ and aſked me if I 
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He told me then, there was a brave fellow in the other ſhip, | 
pointing to another Engliſh ſhip which rode in the harbour, who, 
in concert with ſome of the men, had reſolved to mutiny the next _- 
moruing, and run away with the ſhip; and-that, if we could get 
ſtrength enough among our ſhip*s company, we might do the ſame. 
T liked the propoſal very well, and he got eight of us to join with 
him; and he told us, that as toon as his friend had begun the work, 
and was maſter of the ſhip, we ſhould be ready to do the like. 
This was his plot; and I, without the leaſt heſitation, either at 
the villainy of the act, or the difficulty of performing it, came 
immediately into the wicked conſpiracy, and ſo it went on among 
us; but we could not bring our part to perfection. Accordingly, 
on the day appointed, his correſpondent in the other ſhip, whoſe 
name was Wilmot, began the work, and having ſeized the cap- 
tain's mate, and other officers, ſecured the ſhip and gave the 
ſignal to us. We were but eleven in our ſhip, who were in the 
conſpiracy z nor could we get any more that we -could truſt ; ſo 
that, leaving the ſhip, we all took the boat, and went off to join 
the others. Having thus leſt the ſhip T was in, we were enter- 
tained with à great deal of joy by captain Wilmot and his new 
gang; and were well prepared for all manner of roguery. | 
Captain Wilmot, for fo we are now to call him, being thus 
flefled of a ſhip, and in the manner as you have heard, it may 
be eaſily concluded, he had nothing to do to ſtay in the port, or te 
wait either the attempts that might be made from the ſhore, or any 
change which might happen among his men. On the contrary, we 
weighed anchor the fame tide, and ftood out to ſea, ſteering away 
for the Canaries. Our ſhip had twenty-two guns, but was able to 
carry thirty; and beſides, as ſhe was fitted but for a merchant ſhip 
only, the was not furniſhed either with ammunition or ſmall arms 
| ſuſficient for our deſign, or for the occaſion we might have in caſe 
of a fight; ſo we put into Cadiz; that is to ſay, we came to an 
anchor in the Bay; and the captain, and one whom we called young 
Captain Kid, who was the gunner, and ſome of the men who could 
belt be tiuſted, among whom was my comrade Harris, who was 
wade fecond mate, and myſelf, who was made lieutenant, fome 
bales of Engliſh goods were propoſed to be carried on ſhore with 
us ſor-jalez but my comrade, who was a complete fellow at his 
buſii.eſs;/propoſed a better way for it; and having been in the toon 
before, told us in ſhort, that he would buy what powder and ball, 
fmall arms, or any thing elſe we wanted, on his own word, to be 7 
paid for when they came on board, in ſuch Engliſh goods as we 
had there. This was by much. the beſt way; and accordingly he 
and the captain went on fhore-by. themſelves, and having made 
ſuch a hargain as they found for their turn, came away again in 
two hours time, and bringing only a butt of wine, and five caſks 
ef brandy with them, we all went on board again. | 
The next morning two * came off to us deeply 
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laden, with five Spaniards on board them for traffic. Our cap. 
tain ſold them good pennyworths, and they delivered us arms, 
ammunition, wines, &c. &c. | 
From hence we ſailed to the Canaries, and from thence onward 

to the Weſt-Indies, where we committed ſome depredationg 
upon the Spaniards for proviſion, and took ſome prizes, while! 
remained with them, which was not long after at that time; 
for having taken a Spaniſh (loop on the coaſt of Carthagena, my 
friend made a motion to me, that we ſhould defire Captain WII. 
mot to put us into the {loop, with a proportion of arms and am- 
munition, and let us try what we cculd do; the being much 
fitter for our buſineſs than the great thin, and a better ſailer. 
This he conſented to, and we appointed our rendezvous at 
Tobago; making an agreement, that whatever was taken by 
either of our ſhips, ſhould be ſhared among the ſhip's company 
of both; all which we very punctually obſerved, and joined 
our ſhips. again about fifteen months after at the iſland of To- 
bago. | | 
We. had one very merry fellow, a Quaker, whoſe name was 
William Walters, whom we took out of a {loop bound from 
Penſylvania to Barbadoes. He was a ſurgeon, and they called 
him doctor; but he was not employed in the, ſloop as a furgeon, 
but was going to Barbadoes to get a birth, as the ſailors call it, 
However, he had all his ſurgeon's cheſt on board, and we made 
him go with us, and take al} his inſtruments with him, He was 
a comical fellow indeed; a man of very good ſenſe, and an excel- 
lent ſurgeon; but, what was worth all, very good humour ed and 
pleaſant in converſation ;.'and+a bold, ſtout fellow too, as any 
we had among us. | | 

Me parted from Tobago three days after, bending our courſe 
for the coaſt of Braſil; but had not been at ſea ahove twenty - four 
hours, when we were ſeparated by a terrible ſtorm, which heid 
three days, with a very little abatement or intermiffhon. In this 
juncture, Captain Wilmot happened unluckily to be on board my 
ſhip, very much to his mortification ; for we not only loſt fight of 
his ſhip, but m-ver ſaw her more, till we came to Madagaſcar, 
where the was caſt away. In ſhort, after having in this tempeit 
loſt our fore-topmaſt, we were forced to put back to the Ifle of 
Tobago for ſheiter, and to repair our damage, which brought us 
all very near our deſtruction. Set | | 

Me were no ſooner on ſhore here, and all very buſy looking out 
for a piece of timber for a top-maſt, but we perceived, ftanding 
in for the ſhore, an Engliſh man of war of thirty«fix guns. It 
w $ a great (urpriſe to us indeed, becauſe we were dyabled fo 
m ch; but, to our great good fortune, we. lay pretty ſnug and 
clo among the high rocks; and the man of war did not ſee us, 
lu itcod off again upon her cruiſe: ſo we only obſerved which 
way ſhe went; and at night, leaving our work, reſol ved to ſtand 
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Ns, off to ſea, ſteering the contrary way from that which we obſerved 
ſhe went: and this we und had the defired_ ſucceſs, for we law 


rd her no more. We had gotten, an old mizen-tup-maft on board, 
ng which made us a jury fore-top maſt for the picſent ; and ſo we 
-1 flood away for the Ile Trinidad, where, though there were 
it; Spaniards on ſhore, yet we landed ſome men with our boat, and” 
ny cut a very good piece of fir to make us a new top-mait, which we 
il. got fitted up effectually: and we alſo got ſome cattie here to cke 
n out our proviſions; ard calling a council of war among eurſelves, 
ch we reſolved to quit thoſe {cas for the preſent, and ſteer away tor: 
er. the coaſt of Braſil. | | 
at It was not long before we ſaw a ſail, and immediately gave her 
by chaſe; but ſhe proved an excellent failer,. and ſtauding out to tea, . 
ny we ſaw plainly the truſted to hey heels, that is to ſay, to her fails; 
ed however,. as ours was 2 clean ſhip, we gained upon her, though 
"I flowly : and, had we had the day before us, we {ſhould certainly have 


come up with her; but it grew dark apace, and in that cale we 
knew we ſhould loſe ſig ht of her. | 


ag 
m Accordingly, we put about ſhip, got our larboard tacks on 
ed board, ſet the top-gallant ſails, and crowded tor the Bay of All- 
n, Saints, where we came to an anchor, early in the morning, Jjuit 
t. out of gun-ſhot of the torts. We furled our fails with rope- 
ge yarns,. that we might haul home the ſheets without going up to 
1s Joole them, and lowering, our main and fore yards, looked just as 
|. if we had lam there a good while. | | 
id In two hours after we ſaw our game. ſtanding in for the hay 
Yy with all the fail ſhe could make; and ſhe came innocently into our 
very mouth; for we lay ſtill till we ſad her almoſt within gue 
e ſhot ; when our fore-maſt geers being ſtretched fore and aft, we 
ir firft run up our yards, and then haul:d home the top-fail heets : 
id The rope-yarns that furicd them giving way of themſelves, the 
is fails were let in a few minutes; at the ſame, time flipping our 
y cable, we came upon her betore ſhe could ge: under way upen 
of t'other tack. They were ſo turpriled, that they made little or no 
r, reſiſtance, but ſtiuck after the firſt broadſide. Ak | 
it dhe was loaded with nothing cunſiterable for our purpoſe, ex- 
of cept ſome cocoa, lome ſugar, and twenty: barrels. of flour; the 
18 telt of her loading was hides; fo we took out ali we thought c 
for our turn, aid, among the rest, all her ammunition, . great 
it ſhot, and fmall arms, and turned her off. We alio took a cable 
g and three anchors ſhe had, which were fit for our purpole, and 
it ſome of her fails; fie had enough left jult to carry her into put, 
0 and that was all. EY - | | 
d Having done this, we ſtood on upon the Braſil coaſt ſouthward, . 
, till we came to the mouth of the river Janeiio: but as we had two 
h days the wind blowing hard at S. E. and S, S. E. we were cbiiged 
d to come to anchor under a little iſla::d, and wait for a wind. In 


this time the Portugueſe bad, it ſeems, given notzce over land to 
the governor there, that a pirate was upon the coalt ; lo that when 
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we came in view of the port, we ſaw two men of war riding juf 
w:thout the bar, whereot one we found was getting under fail with 
l poſſible ſpeed, having ſlipt her cable on purpole to {peak with 
uz. The other was not ſo forward, but was preparing to follow, 
Ta leſs than an hour they ſtood both fair after us, with all the (ail 
they could make. 

Had not the night come on, they weuld eertainly have aſked us 
the queſtion what we did there; for we found the foremoſt ſhip 
gained upon us, eſpecially upon one tack; for we plied away from 
| dhem to windward; but in the dark loſing ſight of them, we 
reſolved to change our courſe, and ſtand away directly to lea, not 
doubting but we ſhould loſe them in the night. 

Whether the Portugueſe commander gueſſed we would do ſo or 

nut, I know not; but in the morning, when the day-light appear. 
ed, inſtead of having loſt him, we found him in chaſe of us, 
about a league a- ſtern; only, to our great good fortune, we could 
tre but one of the two; however, this one was a great ſhip, car- 
ry ing fix and forty guns, and an admirable ſailer, as appeared by 
ker out-ſailing us; for our ſhip was an excellent ſailer too, as [ 
have ſaid betore. | 
When II found this, I eaſily ſaw there was no remedy, but we 
mult engage; and as we knew we could expect no quarters from 
thoſe ſcoundiels the Portugueſe, a nation I had an original 
averſion to, I let Captain Wilmot know how it was. The captain, 
ſick as he was, jumped up in the cabin, and would be-led out 
upon the deck (for he was very weak) to ſee how it was, 

Our men were all in good heart before; but to ſee the captain 
ſo briſk, who had, lain ill of a calenture ten or eleven days, gave 
them double courage, and they went all hands to work, to make 
a clear ſhip and be ready. | | 

Accordingly we ſhortened fail ; and as we expected her upon our 
lee fide, we being then upon our ſtarboard tack, brought eighteen 
of our guns to the larboard- ſide, reſolving to give him a broad- 
fide that ſhould warm him. It was about halt an hour before he 
came up wich us, all which time we luffed up, that we might keep 
the wind of him, by which he was obliged to run up uader our 
lee, as we defigned him. When we got him upon our quarter, 
we edged down, and received the fire of five or tix of his guns. 
By this time, you may be ſures all our hands were at their quar- 
ters ; ſo we clapt our helm hard a-weather, let go the lee-braces 
of the main-topſail, and laid it a-back, and ſo our ſhip tell 
athwart the Portuegueſe ſhip's hawſe; then we immediately pcured 
in our broadſide, raking them fore and aft, and killed them 2 

reat many men. ; 
The Portugueſe, we could ſee, were in the utmoſt confuſion; 
and not being aware of our deſign, their ſhip having freſh way, 
run their bowſprit into the fore part of our main ihrouds, as 
they could not eafily get clear of us, and ſo we lay locked after 
that manner: the enemy could not bring above two or three guns, 
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beſides their ſmall arms, to bear upon us, while we played our 
whole broadſide upen him. | 

This work was too hot to hold long. Our men behaved bravely : . 
our gunner, a gallant man, ſhouted below, pouring in his ſhot 
at ſuch a rate that the Portugueſe began to ſlacken their fire. We 
had diſmounted ſeveral of their guns by firing in at their forecaſtle, 
and raking them, as I ſaid, fore and aft. Our ſecond lieutenant, 
with about thirty men, entered in an inſtant over the forecaſtle, 
followed by ſome more, with the boatſwain, and cutting in pieces 
about twenty-five men that they tourd. upon the deck, and then 
throwing ſome grenadces into the ftecrage, they entered there al o; 
upon which the Portugueſe cried quarter preſently, and we 
maſtered the ſhip. | 

The ſurprile of joy, to hear the Portugueſe cry quarter, and 
ſee their ancient truck, was ſo grent to our captain, who, as I 
have ſaid, was reduced very weak with a high fever, that it gave 
him new life. , 

In the mean time, I took poſſeſſion of the Portugueſe man of 
war; and Captain Wilmot made me, or aher I made myſelf, . 
captain of her for the preſent. Abour thirty of their ſeamen took: 
ſcrvice with us, ſome of whom were French, ſome Genoele ; and 
we ſet the reſt on ſhore, the next day, on a little ifland on the coaſt + 
of Braſil, except ſome wounded men, who were not in a condition 
to be removed, and whom we were bound to keep on board; but 
we had an occaſion afterwards to diſpoſe of them at the Cape, 
where at their own requeſt we ſet them on ſhore. 

My long- projected deſign now lay open to me, which was to 
ſteer towards the Dutch Spice Iſlands. Accordingly we put to ſea, | 
and paſſing the line, ſtood away due ſouth, till we came to the Mo- 
luccas, or Spice Iſlands. Among thele iſlands ve cruiſed ſome 
time, and made ourſelves maſters of abundance of wealth in gold, 
nutmegs, cloves, and the like. 8 

What we had taken was, indeed, fo conſiderable, that. it was 
not only enough to ſatisfy the moſt covetous and ambitious minds 
in the world, but did indeed ſatisfy us; and our men declared they 
did not deſire any more. The next motion was. about going back, 
ſo as not to be attacked by the Dutch in the Streights of Sunda, 

We now put to ſea, and ſtood away to the north for a while, to 
try if we could get a market tor our ſpices: for we were very rich 
in nutmegs, but we ill knew what to do with thenz., | 

The only way we had was to ſtand away for Goa, and trade, if 
we could, for our ſpices with the Portugueſe factory. Accordingly: - 
we failed almoſt thither ; for we made land two days before, and 
being in the latitude of Goa, were ſtanding in fair for Marmagoon,, . 
on the head of Salſet, at the going up.to-Goa, when I called to- 
the men at the helm to bring the ſhip to, aud bid the pilot go, 
away. N. N. W. till we cane out of fight of the ſhore; When 
William and I called a councih as we uſed to dv on emergencies, , 
what courſe we ſhould take to — a ſe there, and not be diſ covered; 

| 3 


. 


ADVENTURES OP 


and we concluded, at lengthy, that we would not go thither at all; 
but that William, with ſuch truſty fellows only as could be de. 

pended upon, ſhould go in the ſloop to Surat, which was fil] 
farther northward, and trade there as merchants, with ſuch of the 
Engliſh factory as they could find to be for their turn. 

William uſed ſuch caution, that he found means to go on ſhore 
himſelf, and the doctor, as he called himſelf, in a boat which came 
on board them to ſell fiſh, rowed with only Indians of the country, 
which boat he afterwards hired to carry him on board again. It 
was not long that they were on ſhore, before they found means 
to get acquainted with ſome Engliſhmen, who, though they lived 
there, and perhaps were the company's ſervants at firſt, yet ap- 
peared then to be traders for themſelves, only the cargo was a lit. 
tle too much fer them. | 

However, this did not prove a difficulty long with them; for the 
next day they brought two more merchants, Engliſh alſo, to join in 
their bargain ; and as William could perceive, by their diſcourſe, 
they reſolved, if they bought them, to carry them to the Gulph of 
Per ſia upon their own account, William took the hint, and, as he 

told me afterwards, concluded we might carry them there as well 
das they. But this was not William's preſent buſineſs; he had 
here no leſs than three and thirty tons of nuts, and eighteen tons 
of cloves. ' There was a good quantity of mace among the nut- 
megs; but we did not ſtand to make much allowance. In ſhort, 
they bargained; and the merchants, who would gladly have 
bought (loop and all, gave William directions, and two men for 
pilots, to go to a creek abcut fix leagues from the factory, where 
they brought boats, and unloaded the whole cargo, and paid 
William very honeſtly for it; the whole parcel amounting, in 
money, to about thirty five thouſand pieces of eight, beſides ſome 
goods of value, which William was content to take, and two 
large diamonds, worth about three hundred pounds ſterling. 

When they paid the money, William invited them on board 
the ſloop, where they came; and the merry old Quzker diverted 
them exceedingly with his talk; and zthee'd 'em and thou'd em 
till he made em ſo di unk, that they could not go on ſhore for 
that night. They would fain have known who our people were, 
and whence they cam; but not a man in the ſloop would anſwer 
them any queſtion they aſked. William told them he had another 
Hoop, that lay at Marmagvon, which had a great quantity of 
ſpice on board alſo; and that, if it was not ſold when he went 
hack, (for that thither he was bound,) he would bring her up. 
Their new chaps were ſo eager, that they would have bargained. 
with the old captain before-hand, | 

When he came back, we had another conference upon the ſub- 
jet of trade, namely, whether we ſhould ſend the reſt of our 
ſpice*, and other goods we had in the ſhip, to Surat, or whether 
we ſhould go up to the Gulph of Perſia ourſelves, where it was 
probable we might tell them as well as the Engliſh merchants of 
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Sarat, William was for going ourſelves, which, by the way, 
aroſe from the merchant-like temper of the man; who was for 
making the moſt of every thing: But here I over-ruled him, which 


J very ſeldom took upon me to do; and told him, that, conſider- 


ing our circumſtances, it was much better for us to ſell our car- 
goes here, though we made but half price of them, than go with. 
them to the Gulph of Perſia, where we ſhould run a greater riſque, . 
and where people would be much more curious and inquiſitive into 
things than they were here, and it would not be ſo eaſy to manage 
them, ſeeing they traded freely and openly there, not by ſtealth, 
as thoſe men ſeemed to do; and beludes, if they ſuſpected any. 
thing, it would be much more difficult for us to retreat, except 
by mere force, than here, where we were upon the high ſea, as. 
it were, and could be gone whenever we pleaſed, without any diſ- 


guiſe, or indeed without the leaſt appearance of being purſued, 


none knowing where to look for us. : 

William made no difficulty of ſclling this cargo alſo ; and in 
about twenty days returned again, freighted with all neceſſary 
proviſions for our voyage, and for a longer time. He brought us 
back about three and thirty thouſand pieces of eight, and ſome 
diamonds, which, though he did not pretend to much ſkill in, 
yet he made ſhift to act ſo as not to be impoſed upon, the mer- 
chants he had to deal with too being very honeſt men. 

This might be called the only trading voyage we had made : 
And now we were really very rich. It then came naturally before 
us to conſider whither we ſhould go next. Our proper delivery 

rt, as we ought to have called it, was at Madagaſcar, in the 
bo of Mangahelley: But William taok me by myſelt into the 
cabin of the ſloop one day, and told me, he wanted to talk ſeriouſly 
with me a little; io we ſhut ourſelves in, and William began thus, 
In the firſt place, fays William,. ſhall I aſk thee if thou doſt 
not think thou and all thy men are rich enough, and have really 
gotten as much wealth together (by whatſoever way it has been 
gotten is not the queſtion) as ye all know what to do with? 
Why truly, William, ſaid I, thou art pretty right; I think 
we have had pretty good luck. „ 

Well then, ſays William, I would aſk, whether, if thou haſt 
gotten enough, thou haſt any thought of leaving off this trade; 
tor moſt people leave of trading when they are ſatisfied with get- 
ting, and are rich enough; and nobody trades for the ſake of trad- 
ing; much leſs do any men rob for the ſake of thieving. 

Well, William, ſays I, now I perceive what it is thou art driv- 
ing at. I warrant you, ſays I, you begin to hanker after home. 

Why truly, ſays William, thou haſt ſaid it, and ſo I hope thou 
doſt too. It is natural for moſt men that are abroad to defire to 
return home again at laſt, eſpecially when they are grown rich, 
and when they are (as thou owneſt thyſelf to be) rich enough, and 
w rich, that they know not what to do with more if they had it. 
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Well, William, ſaid I; but now you think you have laid your 
preliminary at firſt ſo home, that I ſhould have nothing to ſay; 
that is, that when I had got money enough, it would be natural 
to think of going home: But you have not explained what you 
mean by home; and there you and I ſhall differ. Why, man, I. 
am at home; here is my habitation ; I never had any other in my 
life-time : I was a kind of charity-ſchool boy; fo that I can have 
no defire of going any where for being rich or poor, for I have no 
where to go. 

Why, ſays William, looking a little confuſed, art not thou an 
Engliſhman ? Yes, ſays I, I think ſo; you ſee I ſpeak Engliſh ; 
But I came out of England a child, and never was in it but once 
lince I was a man; and then I was cheated and impoſed upon, and 
uled fo ill, that I care not if I never ſee it more. 

Why, haſt thou no relations or friends there? ſays he: No ac- 
quaintance z none that thou haſt any kindnels,. or any remains of 
reſpect for ? 

Not I, William, ſaid I, not one, more than J have in the court 
of. the Great Mogul. | 

Nor any kindneſs for the country where thou waſt born ? ſays. 
William. 

Not I, any more than for the iſland of Madagaſcar ; nor ſo much 
neither; for that has been a fortunate iſland to me more than once, 
as thou knoweſt, William, ſaid I. ; 

William was quite ſtunned at my diſcourſe, and held his peace; 
and I ſaid to him, Go on, William; what haſt thou to ſay tarther ? 
For I hear you have ſome project in your head, ſays I; come, let's 
have it out. | 

Nay, fays William, thou haft put me to filence, and all I had 
to ſay is overthrown, All my projects are come to nothing, and 

one. p 

Well, but William, ſaid I, let me hear what they were; for 

though it is ſo that what I have to aim at does not look your way, 


and though I have no relation, no friend, no acquaintance in Eng- 


land, yet I do not lay I like this roving, cruiſing life, ſo well as 
never to give it over. Let me hear if thou canſt propoſe to me any 
thing beyond it. 

Certainly, friend, ſays William, very gravely, there is ſome- 
thing beyond it; and lifting up his hands, he ieemed very much 
affected, ani I. thought I {aw tears ſtand in his eyes; but I, who 
was too hardened a wretch to be moved with theſe things, laughed 
at him. What! ſays I, you mean death, I warrant you, don't 
you, that is beyord this trade? Why, when it comes, it comes; 
then we are all provided for. | 

You will eafily believe I was well qualified for a pirate, that 
could talk thus ; but let me leave it upon record, for the remark of 
other hardened rogues like myſelf, my conſcience gave me a pang 


that I never felt before, when I ſaid, What. /ignifies thinking of it 
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and told me, I ſhould one day think of theſe words with a ſad 
heart ; but the time of my refletion was not yet come. 

Come, William, ſays I, thou ſheweſt me plain enough thou 
halt an honeſt meaning. Doſt thou think it is practicable for us- 
to put an end to our unhappy way of living here, and get off? 

Yes, ſays he, I think it is very practicable for me, Whether: 
it is for thee or no, that will depend upon thyſelf. _ 

Well, ſays I, I give you my word, that as F have commande& 
you all along, from the time I firſt took you on board, ſo you ſhall. 
command me from this hour; and every thing you direct me I'll 
do. N 

Why then, ſays William, my ſcheme is this. We are now eat 
the mouth of the Gulph of Perſia: we have ſold ſo much of our 
cargo here at Surat, that we have money enough. Send. me away 
for Baſſora with the ſloop, loaden with the China goods we have- 
on board, which will make another good cargo; and Fll warrant 
thee L'Il find means, among the Engliſh and Dutch merchants 
there, to lodge a quantity of goods and money alſo as a merchant ;. 
ſo that we will be able to have recourſe to it again upon any oc- 
caſion; and when I come home, we will contrive the reft ; and 
in the mean time do you bring the ſhip's.crew to take a reſolution 
to go to Madagaſcar as ſoon as Lreturn. 

We had taken a large ſum of money at Surat; ſo- that we had 
near a hundred thouſand pounds in money at our command; but 
on board the great ſhip we had ſtill a great deal more. 

I ordered him publickly to keep the money on board which he 
had, and to buy up with it a quantity of ammunition, if he could 
get it, and ſo furniſh us for new exploits; and in the mean time E 
reſolved to get a quantity. of gold and ſome jewels, which I had 
on board the great ſhip, and place them ſo that I might carry them 
off without notice as ſoon as he came back; and ſo, according to 
William's directions, E left him to go the voyage; and I went on 
board the great ſhip, in which we had indeed an immenſe treaſure, 

We waited no leſs than two months for William's return; and, 
indeed, I began to be very uneaſy about him, ſometimes think- 
ing he had abandoned me, that he might have uſed the ſame ar- 
tifice to have engaged the other men to join with him, and that 
they were all gone away together; and it was but three days be- 
for his return, that I was juſt upon the point of reſolving to go 
away to Madagaſcar, and give him over; but the old ſurgeon, 
who mimicked the Quaker, and paſſed for the maſter of the ſloop 
at Surat, perſuaded me againſt that; for which good advice, and 
his apparent faithfulneſs in what he had been truſted with, I 
made him a party to my deſign, and he proved very honeſt, 

After two months abſence, William came back, to our inex- 
preſſible joy, and brought a great many neceſſary things with him: 
particularly, he brought ſixty barrels of powder, ſome iron ſhot, 
and about thirty ton ot lead; alſo a great deal of proviſion; and, in 
a word, gave me a publick account of his voyage in the hearing 
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of whoever happened to be upon the quarter-deck, that no fuſpi- 
cions might be found about us. 

After all was done, William moved, that he might go up 
again, and that I would go with him; named ſeveral things 
which we had on board, that he could not ſell there; and parti - 
cuiarly told told us, he had bzen obliged to leave ſeveral things 
there, the caravans not being come in ; and that he had engaged 
to go back aga.n with goods. 

Upon theſe confiderations I feemed perſuaded to go; and all the 
company, ſeemed latisfied when I conſented. Accordingly we took 
all the powder, lead, and iron, out of the ſtoop into the great ſhip, 
and all the other things that were for the ſhip's uſe, and put in 
ſome bales of ſpices, and caſks or frails of cloves, in all about 
ſeven ton, and ſome other goods, among the bales of which I had 
conveyed all my private treaſure, which, I aſſure you, was of no 
ſmall value: and away I went. | 

Being thus reſolved, we lett the ſhip, which both William and 
I, and the ſurgeon, never intended to fee any more. We ſteered 
directly for the gulph, and through to Biſſora, or Bilſara. The 
city of Balſara lies at ſume diſtance from the place where our ſloop 
lay; and the river not being very fate, and we but ill acquainted 
with it, having but an ordinary pilot, we went on ſhore at a village 
where ſome meichants lived, and which was very populous, for 
the lake of {mail veſſels riding there. | 

Here we ſtaid, and traded thiee or four days, landing all our 
bales and ipices, and indeed the whole cargo, that was of any con. 
fiderable value; which we choſe to do, rather than go up immedi. 
ately to Balſara, till the project we had laid was put :n execution. 

After we had buught ſeveral things, and were preparing to buy 
ſeveral others, the boat be:ng on ſhore with twelve men, myſelf, 
William, the iargeon, and one fourth man, whom we had ſingled 


out, we contrived to ſend a Turk, juſt at the duſk of the evening, 


with a letter to the boatſwain ; and giving the fellow a charge to 
run with all poſſible ſpeed, we ſtood at a ſmall diſtance to obſerve 


the event. Tune contents of the letter were thus written by the old 
doctor. 


©« Buatſwain Thomas, 

«© WE are all betrayed: for Go:!'s ſak? make off with the boat, 
& and get on board, or you are all loſt, The Captain, Wiiham 
* the Quaker, and George the Reformade, are ſeized and carried 
« away. I have eſcaped and hid, but cannot ſtir out; if I do, 
am a dead man. As ſoon as you are on board, cut or ſlip, 

„ and make lail for your lives, | | 

& Adieu, 

, ra 


We ſtood undiſcovered, as above, it being the duſł of the even- 
ing, and ſa the Turk deliver the letter; and in three minutes we 
{aw all the men hurry iato the boat, and put off; and no ſoonet 
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vere they on board, than they took the hint, as we ſuppoſed ; 
ſor the next morning they were out of ſight, and we never heard 


tale or tidings of then»ſince, 


We were now in a-good place, and in very good circumftances ; 
for we paſRd for merchants'of Periia. | 

We were perfectly ſecured at Baſſora, by having frightened 
-away the rogues our comrades; and we had nothing to do but to 
conſider how to convert our treaſure into things proper to make 
us look-like-merchants, as we were now to be, and not like free. 
booters, as we really had been. 

We happened very opportunch) to light on a Dutchman, As 
William ſpoke Dutch, and was of an inſinuating behaviour, he 
ſoon got acquainted with the Dutchman; and diſcovering our cir- 
cumſtances to ore another, we found he had conſiderable effects 
with him; that he had traded long in that country, and was mak- 
ing homeward to his own country; and that he had ſervants with 
him; one an American, whom ke had taught to {peak Dutch, and 
who had ſomething of his own, but had a mind to travel into Europe; 
and the other a Dutch ſailor, whom he had picked up by his fancy, 
and repoſed a great truſt in him; and a very honeſt fellow he was. 

This Dutchman was very glad of an acquaintance, becauſe he 
ſoon fuund that we directed our thoughts to Europe alſo; and as 
he found ve were encumbered with goods only, tor we let him 
know nothing of our money, he reaTily offered us his aſſiſtance to 
diſpoſe of as many of them as the place we were in would put off,- 
and his advice what to do with the reſt. 5 

I thould have obſerved, that we had new clothed ourſelves here 
after the Perſian manner, in long velts of ſilk, a gown or robe of 
Engliſh crimſon cloth, very fine and Irandſome, and had let our 
beards grow ſo after the Perſian manner, that we paſſed for Per- 
fan mei chants, in view only; though, by the way, we could 
not underſtand or ſpeak one word of the language of Perſia, or in- 
deed of any other but Engliſh and Dutch; and of the latter I un- 
derſtand very little. | 

However, the Dutchman ſupplied all this for us ; and as we 
had reſojved to keep our elves as retired as we could, though there 


were ſeveral Engliſn merchants in the place, yet we never ac- 


quainted ourſclves with one of them, or exchanged a word with 
them; by which means we prevented their enquiry of us now, or 
their giving any intelligence of us, if any news ot our landing here 
ſhould happen to come, which, it was eaſy for us to know, was 
puns enough, if any of our com; ades tell into bad hands, or 
y any accidents which we could not foreſee. 
Having, after almoſt three months ſtay at Baſſora, diſpoſed of 
ſome goods, but having a great quantity left, we hired boats ac- 
cording to the Dutchman's direction, and went up to Bagdat, or 
Babylon, on the river Tigris, or rather Euphrates. But under- 
ſtanding we ſhould get a better price at Aleppo, or in the Levan, 
we prepared for the caravan. 


— 
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Aſter having diſpoſed of our goods, William and I, and the 
other two, our faithful comrades, debated what we ſhould do; and 
William and I refolved to ſeparate from the other two, they refoly- 
ing to go with the Dutchman into Holland, by the means of ſome 
Dutch ſhip which lay then in the road. William and I told them, 
we reſolved to go and ſettle in the Morea, which then belonged to 
the Venetians. A Venetian ſhip touched at Cyprus, and put in at 
Scanderoon to look for freight home. We took the hint, and bar. 
gaining for our paſſage, and the freight of our goods, we em- 
barked for Venice, where, in two and twenty days, we arrived 
; ſafe with all our treaſure. Here we converted all our effects inte 
| money, ſettled our abode as for a conſiderable time, and maintain» 
| ing an inviolable friendſhip and fidelity to one another, lived like 
two brothers. 3 
At length William told me, he had a ſiſter in England, and if 
J was willing, he would write to know if ſhe was living, and 
'h what condition ſhe was in, I conſented moſt willingly ; and ac- 
8 Tordingly William wrote, and in about ten weeks time received 
an anſwer from her, directed to himſelf, under cover of a hard 
Armenian name that he had given himſelf, 2 | 
William ſent her a very kind letter, with a bill upon a merchant 
in London for a hundred and ſixty pounds; and bid her corafort 
herlelf with the hope, that he ſhould be able in a little time to 
ſend her more. About ten days after, he ſent her another bill of 
five hundred and forty pounds; and a poſt or two after, another 
for three hundred pounds, waking in all a thouſand pounds; and 
told her he would ſend her ſufficiency to leave off her ſhop, and dis 
rected her to take a houſe in a private ſituation. He waited then 
till he received an anſwer to all the three letters, with an account 
that ſhe had received the money. It intimated as if ſhe under- 
ftood that he intended to come over to be incognito, aſſuring bim 
he ſhould be as retired as he pleaſed. 
William ſent his ſiſter word, how kindly he took her prudent 
ſteps, and that ſhe had gueſſed right; that he deſired to be retired; 
and that he obliged her not to increaſe her figure, but live private 
till ſhe faw him. In a word, after having ſettled our affairs at 
Venice, we agreed to go to Naples, where we laid out a large tum of 
money in bales of-flk, left another in the hands of a reſpectable 
merchant, a thud at Naples, and two bills of exchange for a great 
deal more; and yet came with ſucha cargo to London as is ſeldom 
brought on account of any two merchants. Some time after my 
arrival, I mariied my friend's fitter, with whom 1 have been as 
happy as my heart could wiſh, And now having related to you 
the whole of my ſtrange adventures, I ſhal} here take my leave, 
leſt ſome ſhould enquire too minutely after your friend CAr raix 
BoB. | | h 


Printed by T. Maiden, Shirlourns- Lane. 
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